
Throughout this issue of EXHORTATION!, you’ll notice a theme emerging. In President Jim Talley’s letter you will
hear him speak of keeping the Church together. In Bishop Matthews’ remarks to the Annual Meeting, you will read
about a call to come back together. In each article you will read about events that are bringing people together, and
what has been accomplished by people working together.

In this spirit and joy, we hope that you will join together with other members of The Strawbridge Shrine Association
in supporting the preservation of our heritage and the education of our future. While there are many opportunities for
you to help, the most immediate – and easiest – way is to renew your membership or to become a new member of
The Shrine Association. Your contribution directly supports the work of repairing and restoring the historic structures
in which American Methodism was born, and funds the programs which inform the hundreds of students, families,
tour groups and other visitors that come to The Shrine or learn about history through our website, visiting speakers
program or publications.

The majority of The Shrine’s operating funds come from this spring campaign. We urgently need this push to keep
The Shrine’s mission going through the year. Please fill out the membership/donation form which is included with
this newsletter, and mail it to 2200 St. Paul St., Baltimore, MD 21218.

We get limitless  chances to benefit from history – but only one chance to lose it. A place as unique as the Strawbridge
Shrine cannot be replaced if it is not protected. Fortunately, we can ensure that this National Heritage Site is every
bit as vital in the future as it has been in the past… if we work together.
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EXHORTATION!

The Strawbridge Shrine is made up of three major historic buildings, four supporting out buildings, three related farm
buildings, a visitors center, a picnic area, a meditation trail, and thirty-three acres of protected farm land. But the heart

of it all – the actual Shrine of the foundations of American Methodism – is one small room. This
modest first-floor room in the log farm home of Robert and Elizabeth Strawbridge is the place
where the seeds of Methodism in the new world were planted… the place where men and women
of faith first gathered to study scripture in the Wesleyan model.

This year, a major effort is underway to present this sacred space in a way that will take visitors
back to those exciting days. Supported by the General Commission on Archives and History, and
by the Baltimore-Washington Conference CAH & United Methodist Historical Society, The Shrine
Association has begun to outfit this room with furnishings appropriate to the period in which the
first Methodist Society and Class met. The project consists of two phases. Phase One, now
underway, adds a variety of furniture pieces much like those that Robert, Elizabeth and their
children would have had as an immigrant farm family in the
eighteenth century. Phase Two will dress up the space with
curtains, linens, dishes, books, toys and tools of the sort the
family would have used every day.

As the project nears completion, visitors will get an ever truer sense of the early
Methodist movement. They will see a church not of king and country, but of
families and farmers, of slaves and shopkeeps, of travelers and tailors. They will
see that the first home of faith really was (and remains) in the home.

http://www.gcah.org/
http://www.lovelylanemuseum.org


Once again God is giving us warmer weather, singing birds, and lush green grass. Like most of you, I was beginning
to wonder if the day after day of cold was ever going to stop. Perhaps, the adage: “O Ye of little faith” is appropriate
here. But as in time after time in salvation history, God proves unchangeable and Spring is here.

I just heard, in passing, that by the year 2030, the Protestant portion of the American population will dip below 50%
for the first time in our history. This note probably comes as no great surprise to anyone who attends church or visits
different churches; for we have seen the harbingers of decline. O, yes, there are bright spots. One UM confirmation
class that visits the Shrine each year is a large one and was equally large this year. The youth were well behaved,
inquisitive, and one answered correctly a question for which the answer was John and Charles Wesley.

However, I would be remiss if I did not remind us that storm clouds in the UM Church are gathering in this pivotal
year in which we plan our General Conference. The issues certainly meet or exceed the issues that led to the formation
of the Methodist Episcopal Church South and the Methodist Protestant Church. I can tell you that I was a delegate to
the 1976 General Conference which, as it will next year year, met in Portland and there was no hint of some of the
issues that this General Conference will face. Maybe our heads were buried, but my point here is that the issues of
this Conference have risen fast, furious, and intense. My prayer is for one thing only, and I do mean ONE thing- that
BOTH sides of the preeminent issue- Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual, Transgender - STOP in their tracks before allowing
our United Methodist Church to be split. Further, that if a vote must be taken, that those who do not see their view
present in that vote will continue to support and be an active part of the mightiest entity for Wesleyan Theology and
Mission in the world today.

I have thought this one through and am prepared to lead our beloved Strawbridge Shrine through whatever the General
Conference does. For our future to be secure, we WILL have to make some very tough decisions. Just remember- our
forebears were defeated several times in trying to get this place together- but God wanted us here. I believe God still
does! Jim Rev. James F.W. Talley,

President,The Strawbridge Shrine Assoc., Inc.
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You know the Strawbridge Shrine as a popular and
inspirational destination for church groups and confirmation
classes. But did you know that tourists,
history buffs and other “Drop-By” visitors
are a fast growing component of The
Shrine’s annual attendance?

In order to meet this demand for unplanned
and unscheduled visitors, the Officers and
Directors of The Shrine Association have
enacted a long-talked about plan to make
the Shrine and Visitors Center open and
available during regular hours. Starting this
April, The Shrine is now open Fridays and
Saturdays from 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM, and
on Sundays from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM.

Regular Visitors Center hours continue
through October.

Mark your calendar for Saturday, June 13, 2015.
That’s when the Strawbridge Shrine Association
will host an Open House. Drop in anytime from

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

The historic buildings will be open
to view with guides stationed
throughout. Follow your nose to
the tent where Strawbridge UMC
will be feeding hungry mouths by
selling their popular grilled
chicken and fish lunches. Treat
your ears to the sound of music by
Strawbridge UMC’s vibrant Praise
Team. Kids can come get their
hands on a variety of games.

Be sure to be there – your five
senses will thank you!

With a blessing offered by Baltimore-Washington Conference Episcopal leader, Bishop Marcus Matthews, The
“Strawbridge Cluster” Historic Site was officially dedicated at the Annual Meeting of The Strawbridge Shrine
Association on October 4, 2014.

Also at the meeting, held at the historic Bethel Church (New Hope-Bethel
UMC), revised by-laws were adopted. Along with some typographic
clarification, the new by-laws expand and clarify the role of committees
in the operation of the Association, and are updated to reflect our current
practices and slate of officers.

Plaques of recognition were presented to Dorothy Shindle, as retiring
Treasurer (see article on page 5) and to John Strawbridge, for his efforts
in updating the visitor displays and tour experience.

In addition to the blessing, Bishop Matthews offered the keynote address.
Speaking from Nehemiah, he talked about rebuilding Jerusalem:
“Nehemiah knew that the work of rebuilding would require more than just
a vision. It requires help from everyone else.” Bishop Matthews relates
this to our own time, “We must start by accepting that our churches in the
United States are in ruin. Statistics show that that most of mainline
denominations such as the Roman Catholic Church, the Presbyterian
Church, the Baptist Church and indeed our own United Methodist Church

are in decline in both membership and community involvement.”

Yet Bishop Matthews suggest hope, if we work together. And, like Nehemiah, he offers his vision, “We can rebuild
by opening our doors not only to people we can stand but to all of God’s children…by taking the church out to the
people in the community instead of waiting for the people to come into our church... by realizing that God’s work is
not only for one person but for all of us. Let’s start rebuilding so that we can show the glory of God in us… And let’s
start today.”
For a copy of Bishop Matthews’ complete presentation, please see “Downloadable Resources” at
www.StrawbridgeShrine.org.

Bishop Matthews addresses the 2014 Annual Meeting

http://www.strawbridgeumc.org/
http://www.gcah.org/research/travelers-guide/register-of-historic-sites
http://www.strawbridgeshrine.org
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After being canceled in 2013 by weather that made travel unsafe, the Annual Candlelight Advent Service was able
to go on as planned this past December.

Another standing-room-only crowd gathered that Sunday evening in the Log Meeting House. As a video crew from
the United Methodist Office of Communications recorded, Frederick District Superintendent Rev. Edgardo Rivera
bought a message of peace and hope for Advent. Shrine Board members read the scriptures that told the wonderful
story, while Curator Helen Kemp led the spirited crowd in traditional carols. Association President James Talley
delivered the greeting and the benediction; dismissing the crowd under the starry sky after they recessed outside for
the final hymn and prayer.

Before most pilgrims visit our Site, they visit our site… our website, that is.
www.StrawbridegShrine.org has long been an important guidepost for
people looking for information about Robert and Elizabeth, looking for
information on tours, or looking for ways to make a donation. But while we
seek to preserve the original site of American Methodism as it was, our
website needs to keep up with the times. So early this year, Communications
Coordinator John Strawbridge completed a complete redesign of The Shrine
website.

The new site features a bright new landing page and easier navigation. It
adds pages dedicated to arranging tours and to making donations. The site
also includes an up-to-the minute calendar, and news column. New gallery
pages and a page of links to other important Methodist History sites are also
highlights of the new design. It even includes an interactive Google map, so
visitors will have no problem locating The Shrine and planning their visit.

If you haven’t seen it yet, be sure to take a look at our new website today. Then be sure to come look at what’s new
at our Historic Site tomorrow!

In passing revised by-laws at the Annual Meeting in October, the Strawbridge Shrine Association affirmed and clarified
the role of standing committees in conducting the business and mission of The Shrine. As of this publication, the
following is a listing of committees and committee members. Blanks indicate vacant positions.
CURATOR’S HOUSE

David Coakley (Chair)
Sally Stair
____________________

EXECUTIVE
Sue Bowen
Marian Goettee
Lou Piel
Philip Snader
John Strawbridge
James F.W. Talley (Chair)

FINANCE
Sue Bowen (Chair)
Dorothy Shindle (Ret.)
____________________

HUMAN RESOURCES
Marian Goettee
Lou Piel  (Chair)
Philip Snader

NOMINATIONS
Sue Bowen (Chair)
Ray Copenhaver
Art Thomas
____________________
____________________

MEMBERSHIP
____________________
____________________

John Strawbridge (Chair)

PROPERTY
Ray Copenhaver (Chair)
Dan Hartzler
Don Ludke
Spike Morningstar
Keith Palmer
Ken Steward

PROGRAM
Mary-West Ensor
Theresa Hebron
Helen Kemp (Ex-officio)
Ronda Robinson
Robert Shindle
Philip Snader (Chair)
Art Thomas (Co-Chair)
Doug Tzan

http://bwcumc.org/about/our-regions-districts/frederick-district/
http://www.strawbridgeshrine.org
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When Dorothy Shindle accepted a plaque in appreciation for
her many years of service as Treasurer of the Strawbridge
Shrine Assoc. at October’s Annual Meeting, she also took with
her the deep and lasting gratitude of every Officer, Director and
Member of The Shrine.

After several decades
as a part of The
Shrine, and fifteen
years as treasurer,
Dorothy announced in
2014 that she would
take her well-earned
retirement. And while
her job was always as
a volunteer, she never
treated her role as less
than a professional
duty. Dorothy brought

exacting standards and attention to detail to her efforts. Through
her work, The Shrine has grown in its financial maturity and
grown in the effectiveness of its mission. To say that accounts
have always been balanced and bills have always been paid on
time would be to understate Dorothy’s influence on the life of
The Shrine. Dorothy set the bar high and lifted everyone up.
She has been an example and an inspiration – proving that a
Heritage Landmark may be a responsible non-profit institution
without ever failing to be a labor of love and faith.

For many years, Dorothy also maintained The Shrine’s website
and published this News Bulletin. She has given her time
generously to support the programs and events of The Shrine,
as well as serving the United Methodist Historical Society on
its board and committees.

We wish Dorothy enduring happiness in her second retirement.

An army may travel on its stomach, but a non-profit travels on
its treasury. In an organization where no position is
unimportant, the role of treasurer is especially “not
unimportant”. And so we are appreciative of the willingness of
Rev. Sue Bowen to serve as treasurer of the Shrine Assoc.

Sue jumped into this position with both feet beginning January
2015, and is quickly learning how many moving pieces there
are with accounts, bills, contributions, grants, trusts,
endowments, investments, tax forms, reports and audits.

Rev. Bowen is pastor of Union Bridge UMC.

Submitted by Art Thomas

On Tuesday, October 28, 2014, a video camera
man arrived at the Strawbridge Shrine to tape a
theological debate between Pastor Gregg
Strawbridge and Pastor Art Thomas on the
Augustinian, Pelagian, Semi-Pelagian, and
Moderate Augustinian theological positions.

Gregg Strawbridge, a Presbyterian pastor – and
a sixth generation descendant of Robert and
Elizabeth – represented the Calvinist side of the
debate. Art Thomas, a United Methodist
pastor and adjunct professor of the History of
Christianity at Wesley Seminary, argued for the
Wesleyan Arminian (or Moderate Augustinian)
position. In the video, Strawbridge and Thomas
sit around the table in the John Evans House to
discuss these weighty theological issues. The
video also features the painting of the first
Methodist class meeting, the Strawbridge
statues, and the Log Meeting House.

The video will be used as a part of an
educational curriculum produced by Veritas
Press which will be published and used in
classes across the country. In this liberal arts
course, the youth read great books by authors
such as Augustine, the fourth-century
theologian. The  Strawbridge Shrine was chosen
since it was the birth place of Methodism in
America, and where presumably in the 1760's
and 1770's there would have been some hot
theological discussions  regarding whether the
early Methodists should follow George
Whitefield and the Calvinist Methodists or John
Wesley and his Arminian Methodists.

The Calvinists taught unconditional election;
that God before the foundation of the world
elected some for salvation and others for
damnation and that Christ died only for the
elect.  The Wesleyans favored the view that God
elected people based on God's foreknowledge
of how they would believe and Christ died for
the sins of the whole world.  The Calvinists
followed Augustine, and the Methodists
followed the Moderate Augustinian position of
the Synod of Orange.

Bishop Matthews (left) and Rev Talley (right) present
a plaque to Dorothy Shindle
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Visit The Shrine

The Strawbridge Shrine is
essential history for every United
Methodist,

and
A Perfect addition to any
confirmation class,

and
A Must-See for any history buff!

Tours can be arranged for Individuals,
Classes or Groups.

²
Contact us:

410-635-2600
Tours@StrawbridgeShrine.org

Bixlers-Millers UMC
Reisterstown UMC
Epworth UMC
Trinity UMC (Frederick)
Calvary UMC (Frederick)
Sykesville Parish
Taylorsville UMC

Wesley Freedom
Calvary UMC
First UMC (Laurel)
The many Individuals,
Families, and Drop-By
Visitors

For the latest on news and events, visit us at:
www.StrawbridgeShrine.org

www.Facebook.com/StrawbridgeShrine
Twitter: @StrawbridgeShri

www.YouTube.com/StrawbridgeShrine

http://www.facebook.com/strawbridgeshrine
www.YouTube.com/StrawbridgeShrine
http://twitter.com/StrawbridgeShri
mailto:info@strawbridgeshrine.org
http://www.StrawbridgeShrine.org
www.Facebook.com/StrawbridgeShrine
http://twitter.com/StrawbridgeShri
www.YouTube.com/StrawbridgeShrine


The Strawbridge Shrine Association, Inc.
A nonprofit educational organization devoted to the preservation of the historical
beginnings of the United Methodist Church in America, and the contributions of Robert
Strawbridge - the first preacher of Methodism in America - and Elizabeth, his wife.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FORM
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR DONATION

Type of Membership:
(please select one)

o Individual Membership $25.00

o Couple’s Membership  $35.00

o Church / Church Group $100.00

o Youth (under 20 yrs. of age) $5.00

Date of birth:

o Sustaining $100.00

o Sponsor $250.00

o Patron $500.00

o Benefactor $1,000.00

o In addition to membership I / We are adding a donation of $

o I /We do not wish to become a member, but please accept a donation of $

Member Information:
(please print)

NAME(S)

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

@
E.MAIL

PHONE (BEST)

Gifts:
o I am making a donation of $ In Memory of

o I am making a donation of $ In Honor of

Please make your check or money order to:

Strawbridge Shrine Association, Inc.
2200 St. Paul Street

Baltimore, MD 21218

On-line credit card donation and membership renewal coming soon.
The Strawbridge Shrine Association, Inc., is a non-profit 501(c)(3) entity. Your contribution is tax-deducible.
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