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What were you doing in 1937? Maybe you were reading the hot new novel everyone
was talking about; "Gone With the Wind." Or maybe you were going to see the
popular play, "You Can't Take it With You," which won the Pulitzer prize that year.
If you were going to the cinema, you might have been watching a new Disney
animated film, "Snow White," or maybe "A Star is Born," "Lost Horizons," or the
Marx Brothers in "A Day at the Races." On television you might have been watching
the first broadcast of the Wimbledon Championships or the first ever pilot for a TV
series. In the news you were following the exploits of Amelia Earhart as she
attempted to be the first woman to fly around the globe, or you were stunned by
the loss of the airship Hindenburg at Lakehurst, New Jersey. But if you loved history,
and you were a Methodist in Maryland, you might have been part of the group that
established the Strawbridge Shrine Association in 1937 (which would become
incorporated in 1944).
If you weren't a part of that group, then we hope you will be a part of the group
that celebrates the 85th Birthday of the Strawbridge Shrine Association at our
Annual Meeting on Saturday, October 22 at 10:00 am at New Hope UMC - Bethel
Campus. This is an important event for all members and friends of the Shrine
(Continued on Page 2)

Preservation Maryland is Maryland's oldest, largest and most effective preservation
organization. Since its founding in 1931, Preservation Maryland has been "at the
forefront of the preservation movement, creatively working to preserve place, affect
policy change, and grow the historic preservation workforce so our shared history
can be enjoyed for untold generations to come," according to their web site.
Now, thanks to extensive research and application work by a Strawbridge Shrine
team, led by independent historical consultant Kirsti Uunila (MAA, RPA), the
Strawbridge Shrine Association, Inc. has been awarded a grant as part of the 2022
Spring Heritage Fund. This fund, a cooperative effort of Preservation Maryland and
the Maryland Historical Trust, provides direct assistance for the protection of
historical and cultural resources and promotes innovative demonstration projects.
Preservation Maryland grant funds will be used to complete an intensive-level survey
of the house and historic outbuildings in the farm complex, including: the
Strawbridge House; the spring house; smokehouse; poultry house and bank barn.
Other Spring 2022 recipients include Eastern Shore Heritage, Inc., Main Street
Taneytown, Accokeek Foundation, Waterfowl Festival, Inc., Union Mills Homestead
Foundation, Inc., Chase-Lloyd House, and the Glenn L. Martin Maryland Aviation
Museum. Read more about the awards on the Preservation Maryland website:
https://www.preservationmaryland.org/spring-2022-heritage-fund-recipients-announced/
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Rev. Bonnie McCubbin
(she/they)
is
currently
serving bi-vocationally as the
Director of Museums &
Pilgrimage/Conference
Archivist for The BaltimoreWashington Conference and
as Pastor of Historic Old
Otterbein UMC (Baltimore,
MD).
A graduate of St. Mary's
College of Maryland and
Wesley Theological Seminary,
and currently enrolled as a
DMin student in Pilgrimage
at Drew University, she has
one foot in the academy and
one foot in the world. She is
passionate about bringing
about God's justice in the
world today, especially for
women and racial minorities.
Her research has been
published in peer reviewed
journals and featured in
numerous media outlets.
Married to the Rev. Lemuel
Dominguez, they have two
children and live in Baltimore
County.

By Helen Kemp, Curator

By Helen Kemp, Curator

The Strawbridge Shrine is an official Heritage Landmark
of the United Methodist Church. In February, the
Baltimore-Washington Conference Commission on
Archives & History made it possible for our president,
Rev. Mary Buzby, along with secretary Rev. Lou Piel and
curator Helen Kemp, to host a new promotional video.
This was used to promote the Shrine as a destination
during the first (hopefully annual) Pilgrimage Week in
May. It was created to inspire and encourage
confirmation classes and others to make the Shrine and
other historic sites a place to visit that relates to their
studying about United Methodism. Our grateful thanks
is extended to Rev. Bonnie McCubbin for her support
and participation that made this program a success. We
also thank Myca Jones of the BWC Communications
Office for his excellent video coverage.

Here at the Strawbridge Shrine, we are thanking God
for an exceptional year. In 2022 we were blessed with
so many opportunities to promote our heritage; a
pilgrimage video, our appearance at the Celebrating
America National History Day Expo event, the
professional scanning of the Civil War "Love Letters,"
our first Colonial Day event since the pandemic, the
on-going progress made on our historic bank barn
project, and the 334 visitors since April. And we're not
finished yet! As you read our newsletter, we will share
with you, news of our accomplishments and our
upcoming events. We hope they will inspire you to
partner with us in the work of the Strawbridge Shrine.

You can view the pilgrimage video on our website at
http://www.strawbridgeshrine.org/news--events.html

One of the most popular events of the year – The
annual Advent Candlelight Service – is planned for
Sunday, December 11, 2022 at 4:00 pm (this is one
half-hour earlier than previous years).
Welcome the holiday season as our ancestors did – with
song, scripture and message – in the historic Log
Meeting House, the authentic re-creation of the first
Methodist house of worship in America. This simple
service is the antidote to the hustle and bustle
commercialism of the modern Christmas, and will
restore your spirit. And as you know, at the Strawbridge
Shrine, we are big on restoration!
We encourage you to dress warmly (we cheat history
with space heaters, but they only do so much) and to
arrive promptly, as we expect every seat to fill up (and
we know you want to be right up front!)
As always, refreshments will follow in the Visitors
Center.
The Strawbridge Shrine is open April - October:
Fridays 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Saturdays 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sundays 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
And most other days by appointment
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Since 2020 the Strawbridge Shrine has been an active
partner in the Carroll County Celebrating America
Partnership (a network of historic sites in Carroll
County). The Strawbridge Shrine has the distinction of
being the earliest historic site at the expo. The
Celebrating America history partnership will hold its
September 16, 2022 meeting at the Shrine's Log
Meeting House at 1:00 pm, followed by a tour of the
campus. Everyone is invited!
I will be appearing at the "Music on the Main" event
October 1, 2022 from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm in New
Windsor, Maryland. Visit the Strawbridge Shrine display
at St Paul UMC, Main Street.
Mark your calendar for the Mini Fall History Expo at
Exploration Commons (lower level of the Westminster
library) to be held November 18, 2022.

(Continued from Page 1 )

Association as we conduct some required business
(including the election of officers), but also as we
worship together, celebrate together (there will be
refreshments!) and enjoy a presentation by our guest
speaker, Rev. Bonnie McCubbin; the Director of
Museums and Pilgrimage for the Baltimore-Washington
Conference (see sidebar, Page 1).
The meeting and talk by Bonnie McCubbin are FREE.
New Hope UMC is located at 3001 Hooper Rd, New
Windsor, Maryland 21776
What will you be doing in 2022? On October 22, you'll
be at the Annual Meeting of the Strawbridge Shrine
Association.

It was worth the wait.
After two years off because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the annual Colonial
Day was back in full force at the Strawbridge Shrine on June 18th. Even the
weather seemed to smile on us with a day that was sunny and mild. Thanks
to the efforts of the Program Committee (Ronda Robinson, chair) almost
all of the familiar vendors returned and were joined by some new faces,
along with Strawbridge UMC – selling delicious fish and chicken lunches
– and a new participant, Uncle B's Snow Balls.
According to Strawbridge Shrine curator Helen Kemp,
"What a wonderful day! The Shrine saw 200 to 250 visitors… some were
even in colonial attire." Colonial Day is one of the most effective ways the Shrine
Association has of connecting with visitors old and new. As so often happens, the tour
guides stationed throughout the site were pleased to meet
people who said, "I've always wondered what was here, so
today I decided to find out!" It was also fun to reconnect with
people who had been to the Shrine years before, but who
were getting to see what is new since their last visit. "One our most
treasured memories will be the people who lingered to learn about our Methodist,
Colonial Period, and Civil War history," Helen recalls. "How lovely it was to hear the colonial
music being played in the Log Meeting House."
Plans are already underway for Colonial Day 2023, which will be expanded by two hours… running from 10:00 am
- 4:00 pm. Mark your calendar for June 17, 2023!

DEMONSTRATORS APPEARING AT THE 2022 COLONIAL DAY:
Archeology - Robert Devilbiss of the Northern Maryland Dirt Diggers
metal detectors club
Blacksmith - Ken Strohsniders assisted by Kevin Thomas
Calligraphy - Richard & Judy Owens
Colonial musicians - Donna Nomick & husband
Flax demonstrator - Joe Lubozynski
Native American culture, beading and furs - Adam Mumma of
Reenactor Underground
Needlework - Helen Kemp
Reenactor - Theresa Hebron as "Annie Sweitzer "

3

Edited from an article by Rob Shindle, Vice-President

Rev. Julian Tavenner died June 1, 2022 at his home in Quincy Twp. north of
Waynesboro, Pennsylvania.
He was president of the Shrine Association during our site's formative years. The
connection began when he was appointed Senior Pastor of Westminster UMC in
1971, just as a generation long effort to acquire the Strawbridge House was coming
to fruition.
In 1973, after many false starts over 29 years, and with a mortgage of $56,000.00,
the 32 acre property was at last in the Shrine Association's hands. That year,
Tavenner was elected President of the association and would serve the next four
years. There was much to do to make the site welcoming to pilgrims and other
occasional visitors. A tape system was installed outside the house which allowed
them to hear a historical interpretation from Rev. Montgomery Shroyer of Western
Maryland College.
In his last United Methodist Conference as president four years later, Tavenner reported;
"[O]ur Mortgage will be paid and our Service of Dedication will be held on July 8, 1978 with Bishop James K.
Mathews. This past year has been eventful because we were able to have our road into the Shrine paved and plan
to have a parking lot completed. We are also in the process of having the John Evans House moved from its present
location to the Strawbridge Farm...
"The association is working on plans they hope will be completed by the 200th anniversary of the UMC. When
the projects are finished, the Farm will include the Strawbridge House, the Evans House, a replica of the First Log
Meetinghouse and a new curator's home…”
Tavenner departed the presidency at the end of his appointment to Westminster. His next ministry was as Chaplain
to Asbury Methodist Home in Gaithersburg, work for which he would be named Chaplain of the Year by the UMC
Association of Health & Welfare Ministries in 1985. In 1989, the promised curator's house was completed and Rev.
Walter Zabel moved in as the first resident curator while Pastor Wallace took over the Shrine Association's
presidency. That same year Tavenner was honored with a Doctorate in Divinity by Western Maryland College. His
involvement in the Shrine continued over the next decade as new challenges were met. Dr. Tavenner offered his
own labor in mowing and donated his power mower for use. He also donated objects made of the Strawbridge Oak,
along with Dr. Shroyer's tape and slides.
Born in the Cherrydale section of Arlington (Va.), Dr. Tavenner was raised in Prince George's County (Md.) and
graduated from Greenbelt High School in 1950. He continued his education at the nearby main campus of the
University of Maryland.
After his first year at university, he was wed to Matilda Lee Thomas at Hyattsville Methodist Church. They would be
married for over 65 years, until her death in 2017, and are survived by daughter Katherine Tavenner Figgatt (m.
Barry) of Frederick; son Mark Tavenner, Sr. (m. Debra) of Mount Airy; five grandsons and two great-grandchildren.

May 22nd 2022 was a very hot day at the Strawbridge Shrine, but the heat was overshadowed by the well-attended
dedication of the historic Poulson Gravestone exhibit. This project commemorated the Poulson family who provided
the meeting place for the second Methodist Class Meeting. The new exhibit features an informational plaque along
with family gravestones which were relocated after a quarry began to eat away the original farm.
Our thanks to Beth Sansbury for sharing her family heritage with us and providing refreshments. We were also
blessed to have many other Poulson family members from as far away as Ohio and some who joined by live-stream
video.
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April 15, 2022 - AUGUST 15, 2022
SPONSOR
Donald & Patricia Smith
Sally Stair
John Strawbridge

IN MEMORIAL
In Memory of Ray Copenhaver

In Memory of Nan Marie Austin Doggett

SUSTAINING
Marian & John Goettee
Rev. YuJung Hwang & Rev. Dae Sung Park
Barbara W. Kehne
Rev. Bob Kells
Eleanor Packard
Mr. Ralph E. Poulson
Rev. Dr. Errol Smith
Linda Webb

In Memory of Dorothy Shindle

DONOR
Ms. Janet Argenbright
Bernardine Beall
Charles & Inez Beckhardt
David and Donna Coakley
River Fay
Sally Greenfield
Tom Harford
Carrie Harnick
Rev. Charles Harrell
Dan Hartzler
Ann Horvath
Clarence & Jean Kaylor
Rev. Galen and Carolyn Menne
Ruth Ridgely
Shirley & Larry Siegel
Betty Thomas

CONTRIBUTING ORGANIZATION
United Methodist Women of Deer Park UUMC
United Methodist Women
of Providence-Fort Washington UMC
Rev. Steve Cho and Wards Chapel UMC

PRESERVATION FUND
Nancy B. Fidler
Sally Stair
Wesley Grove UMC

For the latest on news and events, visit us at:

www.StrawbridgeShrine.org
www.Facebook.com/StrawbridgeShrine
Twitter: @StrawbridgeShri
www.YouTube.com/StrawbridgeShrine

In Memory of Ruth Shipley

In Memory of Charlie Spencer

In Memory of Dr. George H. Thomas

In Memory of Donna Upton

BARN PRESERVATION-RESTORATION
Ray Albert
Rev. Sue & Ken Bowen
Lawrence & Susan Butcher
Nancy Eyler
Duane & Marlene Fenstermann
Theresa Hebron
Peggy Keeney
Jane & Tom King
Lou and Judy Piel

COMING UP!
Saturday, October 22ND

Annual Meeting of the Shrine Assoc.
10:00 AM, New Hope UMC / Bethel Church

Sunday, December 11th

Candlelight Advent Service
4:00 PM, Log Meeting House at The Shrine
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Rev. Mary M. Buzby – President
Robert Shindle – Vice President
Rev. Dr. Wm. Louis Piel – Secretary
Rev. Sue Bowen – Treasurer
Bonnie Graham – Assist. Treasurer
Marian Goettee – Tour Coordinator
Helen Kemp – Curator
Self-nominations for Board Members and
Officers now being accepted

We are asking for members who are willing to be
trained as tour guides, helpers for on-going property
maintenance tasks, and help during special events. It is
only with additional volunteer help that the Shrine can
continue to offer the sites and programs that our many
visitors count on. For further information contact:
Tour Guide Training
Marian Goettee
410-596-4514
Work Days and Property Help
Keith Palmer
410-635-2341
Event Helpers
Ronda Robinson
443-671-6495 or 410-372-7221
Or contact the curator, Helen, at
curator@strawbridgeshrine.org or 410-635-2600

Visit The Shrine
The Strawbridge Shrine is essential history
for every Methodist,
and

A Perfect addition to any confirmation class,
and

A Must-See for any history buff!
Tours can be arranged for Individuals, Classes
or Groups.
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Contact us:
410-635-2600
Tours@StrawbridgeShrine.org
Visit all the Strawbridge Historic Landmarks:
New Hope-Bethel UMC, Stone Chapel UMC, &
the Original Log Meeting House Site.

