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Each year, the officers and directors of the Strawbridge Shrine Association look to have the Annual Meeting of the
Association in a location that has significance to the history and legacy of Robert and Elizabeth Strawbridge. Having
met in the past few years at Bethel (New Hope) UMC, St. Paul UMC, and Strawbridge UMC, this year brings us back
to Stone Chapel – the historic successor to a class meeting originally organized by Robert at the home of Andrew
Poulson (see article below). You are invited to join us Saturday, October 15th, at 10:00 AM.
The Annual Meeting is an important event in the life of the Strawbridge Shrine Association. Open to all members
and friends of The Shrine, it gives us a chance to reflect on all that has been accomplished over the past year, and to
preview the plans that are made for the coming year. The slate of officers and
directors for the coming year are voted on. And any major changes, such as changes
to the By-Laws, are brought to the floor to give every member of the The Shrine
the opportunity to vote. So it is important that every member, not just the officers
and directors, make an effort to attend, to hear, and to be heard.
An added benefit, is that the Annual Meeting gives us a chance to bring a special
program or speaker to present to the membership. This year, we are pleased to
welcome Rev. Dr. Emora Brannan as our special guest. As the Conference Historian
for the Baltimore-Washington Conference of the UMC and president of our
Rev. Emora Brannan
Conference UM Historical Society, Dr. Brannan possesses exhaustive knowledge
(Continued on Page 5)

Home to one of the earliest groups of Methodists to begin meeting in America, Stone Chapel is the archetypal example
of the evolution of the Methodist meeting place; beginning as a “house-church” in the Wesleyan model and growing
into a modern United Methodist Church.
The congregation that is known today as Stone Chapel UMC began its missional life as early as 1763 as the second
Class Meeting established in America by Robert Strawbridge. His first Class Meeting met in various locations; first
in his own home, then in the homes of neighbors, including that of his landlord, John England. This first society
eventually met in the Log Meeting House before settling for many
years in the home of John Evans, one of the very first known converts
to Methodism in America.
Andrew Poulson was John Evan’s brother-in-law, and a second
Methodist Class Meeting was soon organized in his fine home of
Flemish bond brick. But as relatively large as this home was for the
area, this Class Meeting soon grew so popular that it would not fit
inside the house. When this happened, their meeting place evolved
into another form which was common among Methodists: meeting
outside under a tree. Not far from Poulson’s house was a large oak
tree, measuring thirty feet around at the base. Robert moved the Class
(Continued on Page 5)

Stone Chapel UMC Today

The mission of the Strawbridge Shrine is to preserve the foundational legacy of early Methodism
and to continue the faith journey so that future generations might know the love of God
and participate in God’s work in the world.

May 1, 2016 – August 31, 2016
SPONSOR
Dorothy Krug

IN MEMORIAL
In Memory of Ken Steward
By Mary-West Ensor

SUSTAINING
Rev. John Patrick Baker
John and Barbara Ditto
Mary-West Ensor
Nancy B. Fidler
Rod & Jeannie Fry
John P. & Martha Lipscomb
Rev. Nancy Nedwell
Eleanor Packard
Alice M. Shipley
J. William & Marilyn Stonesifer
Ms. Mariam A. Zabel
DONOR
Janet Argenbright
Bernardine Beall
Doris Cooney
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Copenhaver
Elaine W. Crowe
Olivia H. Devilbiss
Dr. & Mrs. Carroll A. Doggett
River Fay
Willard T. and E. Maxine Fritz
Ann & George Horvath
Dale Lowman
Rev. Galen & Mrs. Carolyn Menne
Doris Pierce
Ralph E. Poulson
Diane Rey
Tony & Susan Sager
Trudy Jo Snader
E.A. Stonesifer
Steve Warner
Annette H. Wilfong
Jeanie Woo

In Memory of Edward Choate O'Dell
By John G. Ford
In Memory of John W. Lease
By Dorothy E. Lease
In Memory of Edwin & Ruth Schell
By Nancy Fidler
In Memory of Vivian Sheridan
By Dr. Alton Sheridan
In Memory of Paul & Marcia Shipley
By Alice M. Shipley
IN HONOR OF
In Honor of Pastor Patricia Abell
By Rod & Jeannie Fry
In Honor of Dickerson UMC
By Rod & Jeannie Fry
In Honor of Carroll Doggett
By Rev. Clarence & Mrs. Jean Kaylor
In Honor of Forest Grove UMC
By Rod & Jeannie Fry
In Honor of Rev. Dr. Lou Piel
By Mary Brown
In Honor of David & Eleanor Shipley
By Alice M. Shipley
In Honor of John Strawbridge
By the James & Susan Strawbridge Family
CONTRIBUTING ORGANIZATION
Linganore United Methodist Church
Stone Chapel United Methodist Church
Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church
UMW of Westminster United Methodist Church

OTHER CONTRIBUTION
Towards the wooden statues of Robert & Elizabeth
By Mary-West Ensor
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“The next morning I went to friend Strawbridge’s, and found his family well.”
Francis Asbury wrote these words in his journal for 17 November 1772, but they were equally true on 11 June 2016
when Asbury stopped by for Colonial Day; the Shrine Association’s annual springtime event. And once again, he
found the extended family of Strawbridge very well, indeed.
Asbury seemed to have changed a bit in the last two hundred and forty-four years, and many people comment that he
greatly resembled Rev. Emora Brannan. But everyone paid close attention as Rev. Asbury told them many things
about his life... and even a few things about his death!
In addition to Asbury, Colonial Day brought a record crowd to The Shrine, with many people visiting for the first
time. Visitors were delighted to find many of the Association’s directors in period dress and the grounds and historic
buildings in tip-top shape, including a now fully furnished Strawbridge House which has been dressed to look as if
Robert, Elizabeth and family are living there even today. Visitors were also pleased to find the men and women of
Strawbridge UMC working hard at the grill preparing hot lunches of chicken and fish.
Adding further period life to the occasion, a variety of colonial style craftspeople were set up to demonstrate their
skills. Jeri Reger, from the Weavers’ Guild of Greater Baltimore, was busy operating a loom, and giving visitors a
chance to try their hands at something which was strange to them, but would have been commonplace to the women
of Elizabeth Strawbridge’s time. Susan Withnell set up her spinning wheel in the Evans House where she showed
both young and old how yarn was spun. Mary-West Ensor was in the Strawbridge House with embroidery, while
Helen Kemp met folks downstairs in the winter kitchen to talk about needlework, and about the different ways in
which herbs were used for more than just cooking in the 1760’s.
The musical arts were not neglected. Ela Wiswakarma, the music director at St. Paul UMC, brought a group of
musicians who played colonial music on period instruments. Rev. Dr. Colin Phillips donned his preaching tabs to
introduce the program.
The mild June weather made it a perfect day for families to wander the scenic grounds, walk the Natural Trail, or tour
the historic buildings and visit with costumed guides who were stationed throughout the campus to talk about life in
the times of Robert and Elizabeth Strawbridge.
Special thanks are owed to the Program Committee [Rob Shindle, chair] for their extraordinary effort in putting
together the first Colonial Day as part of our annual spring celebration of heritage. We know that this committee is
already hard at work lining up presenters and planning for what may be an even bigger Colonial Day 2017.
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There are many ways to experience The Strawbridge Shrine, from visiting the grounds alone for some quiet
introspection to touring the historic buildings with a confirmation class full of excited and lively young people. But
perhaps the best way, is to come for worship – just as the members of the first Methodist Society in America would
have. The popular Candlelight Advent Service gives you a unique opportunity to do just that. Held in the recreated
Log Meeting House, this lessons and carols service is in the best spirit of the Advent season.
This year our preacher will be Rev. Dr. Douglas Tzan. Rev. Tzan is a member of
the Strawbridge Shrine Association Board of Directors, and is the winner of the
2015 Jesse Lee Prize which is awarded by the General Commission on Archives
and History. Rev. Tzan received his PhD in Christian History from the Boston
University Graduate School of Arts & Sciences. He is also a graduate of Iliff
School of Theology and the University of South Carolina. In addition to serving
the sister churches of the Sykesville Parish, St. Paul’s UMC and Gaither UMC,
Rev. Tzan teaches at Wesley Theological Seminary and Boston University School
of Theology.
Our song leader will be Helen Kemp. Helen is the resident curator of The
Strawbridge Shrine and the office manager at Sandy Mount United Methodist
Church.
Rev. Dr. Douglas Tzan
Although we use (not period authentic) space heaters, we recommend that you dress warmly as the weather suggests.
The service begins in daylight at 4:30 PM. Come early for your best seat selection.
After the approximately forty-five minute service, which ends under a star-lit sky, please join us in the Visitors Center
for cookies and warm cider. While you’re there, be sure to check out the plans and architect’s model for the proposed
new and expanded Visitors Center.

Fall is a beautiful time at the Shrine - filled with
colorful leaves and surrounded by countryside fields
of corn. And it’s a great time to come and take a tour
of the birthplace of Methodism in America.
Whether you have never visited our 1760 campus and
historic furnished buildings or if you have but it’s
been a while…we’re looking for you!
The Strawbridge Shrine is a place that can offer
something of interest and ever changing appeal to old
and new visitors alike. Come to see the historic
buildings and the future Visitors Center project at the
Shrine.
We can be viewed on our fabulous website at
www.StrawbridgeShrine.org. Schedule a tour today
for yourself, your friends, Church, a Confirmation
Class, UMW, history group, or anyone on the Shrine
website - just click on “Contact/Tours” at the top of
the page. There’s never been a charge to tour the
Shrine, but donations are welcome.
We hope to meet you soon.
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THANKS to all our recent tour visitors…
Boy Scouts Pack 395, New Windsor, MD
Messiah UMC, Springfield VA
Mt. Calvary UMC, Harrisburg, PA
St. Paul’ UMC, State College PA
Silver Spring UMC
Sykesville UMC
Taylorsville UMC
Wesley Chapel UMC, Urbanna, MD
And our guests from South Korea
The Strawbridge Shrine is open April - October:
Fridays 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Saturdays 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sundays 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Tours by appointment: November - March
and most other days

(Continued from Page 1)

Meeting to the foot of this tree, which became famously known as “The
Strawbridge Oak”.
Having been a member of both the first and second Methodist Class Meetings,
Poulson was committed to seeing that the Methodist movement in America should
take firm root. So he donated land on the south-east corner of his farm so that a
full-time chapel could be built. In 1780, a wood frame meeting house was
constructed and was known as Poulson’s Chapel. The congregation must have
thrived and grown quickly, because only a few years later, in 1783, the frame
meeting house was taken down and replaced with one made of Stone. It was called
“Strawbridge’s Stone Chapel” to honor Robert , who had passed away two years
before. But it quickly came to be called simply “The Stone Chapel” and
The Strawbridge Oak in 1897
occasionally “the Pipe Creek chapel.” On Sunday, August 20, 1786, Francis
Asbury wrote that he “rode twenty miles to Pipe Creek chapel, and preached to a large congregation.”
That congregation would get larger still. In 1800, Asbury preached a revival meeting nearby. This resulted in a sudden
increase in the size of the Stone Chapel’s attendance, and so the chapel was rebuilt using the same stone, adding a
gallery on three sides to accommodate the additional worshipers. Two of the congregation’s members, Jesse Durbin
and Benjamin Bennett, were instrumental in accomplishing this rebuilding, and so their initials were memorialized
in a stone tablet on the front of the building.
By the time the Stone Chapel reached its one-hundredth anniversary in
1883, it need considerable structural repair. The building was taken down
and rebuilt, again using the same stone, and the gallery was removed.
Meanwhile, the venerable Strawbridge Oak, continued to stand not far
away on what had been the Poulson farm. But in 1907 it succumbed to its
age, and its wood was harvested. A pulpit chair made from the oak was
placed in the Stone Chapel sanctuary at this time.
Stone Chapel Methodist Episcopal Church, as it was renamed, continued
to flourish into the twentieth century. In 1951, a parish hall, built of concrete
block with brick facing, was added to house the Sunday School and other
church activities.
Historic Plaque on the Current Chapel
Across the street, the Stone Chapel cemetery is the final resting place for many of its members. Because the Poulson
Farm has been sold – and resold – the headstones from the family burial ground were relocated here (although the
remains themselves are still on the former Poulson property).
Today, Stone Chapel United Methodist Church is an active congregation, tracing its roots back more than 250 years.
Part of the “Robert Strawbridge Cluster” historic site (GCAH #491) it is an important milestone in the journey of
Methodism in America. From house-church to outdoor gathering, from wood-frame to stone, from historic Class
Meeting to modern United Methodist Congregation, Stone Chapel embodies the history of Methodist meeting places.
(Continued from Page 1)

and enthusiasm for our heritage. Visitors to this year’s Colonial Day stopped what they were doing and gathered
around to witness Dr. Brannan’s costumed portrayal of Francis Asbury. His talk at this meeting will be the final event
in what has been a year-long commemoration of the 200th Anniversary of the death of Bishop Asbury. He will focus
on Asbury’s relationship with Strawbridge; which was at times friendly and at other times contentious.
And, of course, no Methodist gathering would be complete without a meal! This year we will enjoy a lunch prepared
by the members of Stone Chapel, which will be served in the church hall immediately following Dr. Brannan’s
presentation.
There is no charge to attend the Annual Meeting or Rev. Brannan’s talk. Reservations are required to attend the lunch,
which costs $15/person. Please use the form included with this news bulletin to reserve your place. Deadline to receive
reservations is Friday, October 7, 2016.
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Rev. James F.W. Talley – President
Robert Shindle – Vice President
Rev. Dr. Wm. Louis Piel – Secretary
Rev. Sue Bowen – Treasurer
Marian Goettee – Tour Coordinator
John M. Strawbridge – Communications
Helen Kemp – Curator

COMING UP!
Saturday, October 15th

Annual Meeting of the Shrine Assoc.
10:00 AM , Stone Chapel UMC

Sunday, December 11th

Candlelight Advent Service
4:30 PM, Log Meeting House at The Shrine

For the latest on news and events, visit us at:

www.StrawbridgeShrine.org
www.Facebook.com/StrawbridgeShrine
Twitter: @StrawbridgeShri
www.YouTube.com/StrawbridgeShrine

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE UNITED
METHODIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY
On Saturday, September 10th, the United Methodist
Historical Society will have its Annual Meeting at Lovely
Lane UMC. The business meeting begins at 9:30 AM.
Following that, at 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary, the guest
speaker will be John Strawbridge, who will present his
talk, "Rambles through the United States: Asbury in
America" which was originally presented in England for
the Asbury 200 commemoration.
Following the talk there will be a box lunch, and the
re-opening of the Museum, featuring the newly
opened Edwards Room and the exhibits "The Brand
and the Bishop" and "Methodism's Malcontents."
All events are free, except the lunch, which costs $8.00.
Parking will be available in the parking lot of the
Baltimore Lab School next to Lovely Lane UMC.
To register or order a lunch, visit:
LovelyLaneMuseum.org/contact.

2016 Annual Meeting
OF THE

STRAWBRIDGE SHRINE ASSOCIATION
At Stone Chapel United Methodist Church
1448 Stone Chapel Drive, New Windsor, MD 21776

Saturday, October 15th
Worship Service and Business Meeting.......10:00 AM
Celebrate worship in the successor chapel to one of America’s oldest Methodist meeting
places. A brief business meeting will update us on the efforts of the Shrine Association,
and introduce the slate of officers and directors for the coming year.

Guest Speaker...............................................11:00 AM
Rev. Dr. Emora Brannan, Conference Historian for the Baltimore-Washington Conference
of the UMC will wrap the year-long commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the death
of Bishop Asbury with his presentation focusing on the relationship between Asbury and
Strawbridge.

Lunch (Reservations Required).......................12:00 Noon
Prepared by the good people of Stone Chapel UMC, lunch will be served in the social hall.

DIRECTIONS TO STONE CHAPEL UMC
From I-695: Take Exit 19: “Northwest Expressway I-795” toward Reisterstown/Owings Mills.
Exit onto MD-140 West. Follow 140 for 12 ½ miles (thorough Westminster).
Turn left onto MD-31 West towards New Windsor. Go 2 ½ miles.
Turn left onto Stone Chapel Rd. access, then make an immediate right onto Stone Chapel Rd.
Go 2 ¼ miles. Stone Chapel UMC will be on the right.

#- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Lunch Reservation Form
Please reserve _____ place(s) ($15 each) for the lunch following the Annual Meeting.
DEADLINE FOR LUNCH RESERVATIONS IS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7th, 2016.

In addition, [I am/We are] sending a donation to help the Financial Campaign meet its goal:

o$25 o$50 o$100 (Sustaining) o$250 (Sponsor)
o$500 (Patron) o$1,000 (Benefactor) oOther $__________
Total enclosed $_______________. Make check out to “Strawbridge Shrine Association”
Name & Address:

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Please mail your form and contribution to: Strawbridge Shrine Assoc. 2200 St. Paul St, Baltimore, MD 21218

