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Stone Chapel has a tradition of hosting bishops
On Sunday, August 20, 1786, a large crowd came to “the Pipe Creek chapel” to hear Bishop Francis Asbury, the first
male Methodist bishop in the Baltimore and Washington area. It may seem unusual to refer to Asbury as “the first
male Methodist bishop,” but the distinction is appropriate. Because this year, on October 26, 2019, another crowd
will gather at the Pipe Creek Chapel – better known these days as Stone Chapel UMC – to hear Baltimore-Washington’s
first female United Methodist Bishop, LaTrelle Easterling. It is a gender gap that has taken 233 years to close.
The area formerly known as Pipe Creek was an important hub of early Methodism in America for preaching,
conferencing and camp meeting, and Bishop Asbury was a frequent visitor. The chapel often referred to as “the Pipe
Creek chapel” was properly known as “Strawbridge’s Stone Chapel,” being named in honor of the founder of the
congregation who had passed away two years before the stone chapel was built. Given the sometimes difficult
relationship between Asbury and Strawbridge, it is perhaps little wonder that Asbury uses the descriptive reference
“the Pipe Creek chapel” in his journal rather than it’s proper name.
Strawbridge’s Stone Chapel was so called because it replaced
a wood-frame chapel, which itself replaced the class meeting
that was once held around the nearby Strawbridge Oak –
both on the property of Andrew Poulson (brother-in-law of
John Evans, the first recorded American convert to
Methodism). The stone chapel would be taken down and
re-built with the same stones two times, resulting in the
beautiful and historic building which today is Stone Chapel
United Methodist Church.
(Continued on Page 5 )

A Message from Interim Co-President, Rev. William Louis Piel
This past July as I celebrated my 80th birthday I was asked, “What do you want as a birthday gift?” I would like to
invite you, the readers of this news bulletin, to help me celebrate my birthday.
Instead of a gift to me I would like you to give a gift to one of my favorite ministries; that of Robert & Elizabeth
Strawbridge and the historic Strawbridge Shrine. First, become a yearly member of the Shrine. Your financial
membership is crucial to our ministry of telling the contemporary story of two amazing people.
Second, tell the story of Robert & Elizabeth where you live. Looking at the mailing labels of this news bulletin issue,
I can see that you, our readers, are scattered “all over.” We need more national exposure - not just at the Strawbridge
country. If you don’t know the story please email me (julo1@verizon.com) and I will send it to you.
Third, plan a visit to the Shrine campus and see it for yourself. If you are coming from a distance let us offer you
several other historic places to visit, like the Lovely Lane Church, Mother church of American Methodism, which
also houses the impressive Historical Society Museum. And other places like Old Otterbein UMC, Mother church of
the United Brethren in Christ. I love having you celebrate my birthday especially when your gift goes to this very
worthy cause.
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Diane Summerhill
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Steve Warner & Cheryl Wangner
Annette H. Wilfong
Ms. Jeanie Woo
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In Honor of John Strawbridge
In Honor of John Strawbridge
In Honor of Dr. George & Mrs. Betty Thomas
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IN MEMORIAL
In Memory of Olivia Devilbiss
In Memory of Olivia Devilbiss
In Memory of Mary-West Ensor
In Memory of Mary-West Ensor
In Memory of Laura Jeannette Strawbridge

SUSTAINING ORGANIZATION
Linganore United Methodist Church
Stone Chapel United Methodist Church
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Rev. John Patrick Baker
Rev. Sue & Ken Bowen
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Copenhaver
Jerry Eyster
River Fay
Don Ludke
Mrs. Eleanor Packard
Lou & Judy Piel
Mr. Philip H. Snader
Sally Stair
Messiah United Methodist Church
Mt. Zion United Methodist Church
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
United Methodist Women of
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John Danz, Jr., Advertising
Pamela Edwards, Towards the parade wagon
Dan Hartzler, Advertising
Mr. Reuben H. Morningstar, Advertising
Lou & Judy Piel, Advertising
John Strawbridge, Postage
W.S. Tegeler Monument Co., Monument repair
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Mild weather and lots of sunshine were return visitors to the Annual Colonial Day at the Strawbridge Shrine last June.
Also returning were blacksmiths, a hammered dulcimer player, historic firearms, chair caning, and Strawbridge UMC’s
hot-off-the-grill chicken and fish lunches. New attendees included historic calligraphy, and lots of kids who enjoyed
running the grounds and getting to experience history first-hand rather than from a book (or computer screen!)
The Strawbridge Shrine Association gives special thanks to Ronda Robinson and the Program Committee for their
gracious work in making Colonial Day happen.
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Featured in this issue: the Property Committee
Visit the Strawbridge Shrine on any given day and you
will see confirmation classes and history lovers walking
the grounds. You’ll see our tour guides and maybe even
a historical re-enactor. But what you may not see are the
many volunteers who give their time, their skill, their
faithfulness and even their own money to keep this
Heritage Landmark of the United Methodist
Denomination in good condition and ready to receive
visitors and pilgrims. In this issue, we want to call
special attention to one such group of dedicated
volunteers; the Property Committee.
Led by its co-chairs Ray Copenhaver and Keith Palmer,
the property committee includes Dan Hartzler, Tom
Harford, Don Ludke, Spike Morningstar, and Bill
Stonesifer. This group is tasked with the literally
monumental job of making repairs and updates to the
eleven buildings and more than thirty acres which make
up the Shrine campus. With the newest building (the
Visitors Center) dating to the 1980’s and the oldest
building (the Strawbridge House) dating back to before
1760, there is a never-ending list of work needing to be
done - from modern things like electrical, plumbing and
internet to historic work of restoration and preservation
of eighteenth-century logs.
The work of the property committee is partially
supported by grants from the Baltimore-Washington
Conference Trustees and Commission on Archives &
History as well as the General Conference CAH. Last
year’s creation of the Preservation Fund also helps
support work on the historic buildings: the Strawbridge
House, Evans House and Log Meeting House.
This funding allows some work to be done by
specialized and licensed contractors as needed, and it is
the Property Committee who identifies the work to be
done, researches and coordinates the contractors, and
supervises the work in progress. But the Property
Committee members are not just administrators, they
are each hands-on workers who roll up their sleeves and
do much of the work themselves with their own
impressive supply of tools and equipment and
considerable experience in a wide variety of fields.
“Volunteers on our Property Committee have taken a
personal interest in not only maintaining our historic
buildings,” says Association Co-President Lou Piel, “but
also in how they help tell the story of Robert & Elizabeth
Strawbridge.”
Next time you visit the Shrine be sure to thank the
Property Committee. You may not see them, but they
were just there.
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It’s still summer, but plans are already being made for
one of the Shrine’s most popular events: The Candlelight
Advent Service. Traditionally held on the second Sunday
in Advent, this year’s service will be on Sunday,
December 8, at 4:30 pm.
Arrive by daylight, leave by candlelight.
The lessons-and-carols service will be at the Strawbridge
Shrine in the Log Meeting House – the accurate recreation of the first Methodist meeting house in America
(at that time, the
colonies). Low on
technology
and
high in spirit, this
simple service of
voice and scripture
will restore your
love of the holiday
season by focusing
on God’s promise
and on the people
whom He loves –
namely You!
And if that isn’t enough to make you start humming “O
Come, All Ye Faithful” then remember that the service
is always followed by a time of fellowship in the Visitors
Center with cookies and warm cider.
We use space heaters, but advise dressing warmly and
arriving early, as seating may become limited close to
the start of the service. And be prepared to sing. You’ll
sound great, we promise!
This year’s guest preacher will be announced soon. Please visit
www.StrawbridgeShrine.org and click on the Events page for
updated information.

Saturday, October 5th

Annual Meeting of the
United Methodist Historical Society
10:00 AM at Cokesbury Memorial UMC

Saturday, October 26th

Annual Meeting of the
Strawbridge Shrine Association
9:30 AM at Stone Chapel UMC

Sunday, December 8th

Candlelight Advent Service
4:30 PM in the Old Log Meeting House

(Continued from Page 1 )

So it is that Stone Chapel is a fitting location for the
Strawbridge Shrine Association to welcome Bishop
Easterling as the featured speaker at this year’s Annual
Meeting. An historic venue, for a Bishop who has made
a little history herself. And speaking of history, here is
a little of her story.
Bishop LaTrelle Easterling was appointed Bishop of the
Baltimore-Washington Conference in September 2016,
following her election to the episcopacy that July.
Prior to being elected, she
served as Dean of the Cabinet
of the New England
Conference and as a
superintendent, leading 57
congregations in the Boston
Hope District. She was
ordained a Deacon in 1995
and an Elder in 1997, and was
pastor of Union UMC in
Boston’s historic South End,
Bishop Easterling
Pearl Street UMC in
Brockton, Mass., and Old West Church, UM, in Boston.
Easterling is a native of Indianapolis, Indiana. As an
active United Methodist, Easterling sang in numerous
choirs, served as a youth group leader and Sunday school
teacher. Upon moving to Denver, Colorado, she joined
the African Methodist Episcopal Church, where she
learned the art of preaching and the importance of
advocacy and justice ministries.
A strong proponent of education, Easterling received a
bachelor’s degree from Indiana University and a Law
degree from Indiana University School of Law. She
graduated summa cum laude in 2004 with a Master of
Divinity from Boston University School of Theology.
Easterling serves on a number of boards and agencies,
including the Committee for the National Plan for
Hispanic and Latino Ministries, The Council of Bishop’s
Immigration Task Force, the Boards of Directors for
Wesley Theological and American University, the Board
of Child Care and The Jane Robinson Bancroft
Foundation. Easterling also serves as the President of
the Northeast Jurisdiction Multi-Ethnic Center, the Anna
Howard Shaw Board of Boston University School of
Theology, and Boston University School of Theology
Dean’s Advisory Counsel. Upon arriving in the
Baltimore-Washington Conference, she founded The
Seeds of Security ministry, or SOS, which benefits
people in crisis who are seeking to leave abusive
relationships.

She is married to the Rev. Marion Easterling Jr., pastor
of Wesley Grove UMC in Hanover, Md. They have two
grown sons.
If you were unable to hear Asbury speak at Stone
Chapel, then do not miss your opportunity to come hear
Bishop Easterling. You don’t want to have to wait
another 233 years for a chance like this to come along
again!
The Annual Meeting of the Strawbridge Shrine
Association is 9:30 am, Saturday, October 26, 2019
at Stone Chapel UMC, 1448 Stone Chapel Drive, New
Windsor, MD 21776. The meeting and speaker are free.
A luncheon follows in the Stone Chapel social hall, and
reservations are required. The cost is $17.00/person,
and lunch reservations must be made no later than
Friday, October 18. A reservation form is included with
this news bulletin, or can be downloaded from
www.StrawbridgeShrine.org on the News & Events
page.
Photograph of Bishop Easterling and excerpts from her biography courtesy
of the Baltimore-Washington Conference Office of Communications.
www.bwcumc.org.

Asbury and Strawbridge, Painting by Richard Douglas

Hello Everyone!
Now is an excellent time to make your plans to visit the
Strawbridge Shrine in New Windsor, Maryland. Even
though our regular hours end in October, we offer tours
at anytime of year. Schedule for yourself, your church
or your social group to see the birthplace of the
Methodist Movement in Colonial America and the home
of Robert Strawbridge; the first preacher of Methodism
in America and Circuit Rider in 1760.
Tours run about 1.5 or 2 hours and are conducted by
knowledgeable guides. While there isn't any charge for
a tour we appreciate donations. Fall is also a nice time
to picnic at our lovely campus and a grill is available for
use.
To schedule on the Web go to
www.StrawbridgeShrine.org and click on "tours"
or email curator@strawbridgeshrine.org
or phone the Curator: 443-635-2600.
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2019 Annual Meeting
OF THE

STRAWBRIDGE SHRINE ASSOCIATION
At Stone Chapel United Methodist Church
1448 Stone Chapel Drive, New Windsor, MD 21776

Saturday, October 26th
Gathering..........................................................9:30 AM
Worship Service and Business Meeting...........9:45 AM
Celebrate worship in the successor chapel to one of America’s oldest Methodist meeting
places. A brief business meeting will update us on the efforts of the Shrine Association,
and introduce the slate of officers and directors for the coming year.

Guest Speaker
Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, Episcopal Leader of the Baltimore-Washington Conference.

Lunch (Reservations Required)
Prepared by the good people of Stone Chapel UMC, lunch will be served in the social hall.
Cost for lunch is $17.00 / person.

DIRECTIONS TO STONE CHAPEL UMC
From I-695: Take Exit 19: “Northwest Expressway I-795” toward Reisterstown/Owings Mills.
Exit onto MD-140 West. Follow 140 for 12 ½ miles (thorough Westminster).
Turn left onto MD-31 West towards New Windsor. Go 2 ½ miles.
Turn left onto Stone Chapel Rd. access, then make an immediate right onto Stone Chapel Rd.
Go 2 ¼ miles. Stone Chapel UMC will be on the right.

#- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Lunch Reservation Form
Please reserve _____ place(s) ($17 each) for the lunch following the Annual Meeting.
DEADLINE FOR LUNCH RESERVATIONS IS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18th, 2019.

In addition, [I am/We are] sending a donation to help the Financial Campaign meet its goal:

o$40 o$60 o$100 (Sustaining) o$250 (Sponsor)
o$500 (Patron) o$1,000 (Benefactor) oOther $__________
Total enclosed $_______________. Make check out to “Strawbridge Shrine Association”
Name & Address:

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Please mail your form and contribution to: Strawbridge Shrine Assoc. 2200 St. Paul St, Baltimore, MD 21218
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Daniel Hartzler – Co-President
Rev. Dr. Wm. Louis Piel – Co-President
Rev. Douglas Tzan – Vice-President
Rev. Sue Bowen – Treasurer
Bonnie Graham – Assist. Treasurer
Marian Goettee – Tour Coordinator
John M. Strawbridge – Communications
Helen Kemp – Curator

The Strawbridge Shrine is open April - October:
Fridays 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Saturdays 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sundays 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
November - March and most other days:
By appointment

For the latest on news and events, visit us at:

www.StrawbridgeShrine.org
www.Facebook.com/StrawbridgeShrine
Twitter: @StrawbridgeShri
www.YouTube.com/StrawbridgeShrine

