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EXHORTATION!

Having met the past two years at New
Hope-Bethel and at St. Paul UMC, the
location for the Annual Meeting of the
Strawbridge Shrine Association
rotates this year to another connected
church; Strawbridge United Methodist
Church, 2898 Wakefield Valley Road,
New Windsor, Maryland on Saturday,
October 10, 2015 at 10:00 AM.
We need as many members as
possible to bring their vote to the brief
Business Meeting. And we encourage
as many supporters and friends as
possible to come and enjoy the
entertaining and informative program
put together by the newly re-activated
Program Committee. As always, a fine
luncheon will be served. This year, it

will be prepared by Strawbridge
UMC. The meeting and the program
are free, but reservations are required
for the luncheon. Please use the form
included with this news bulletin to
reserve your lunch(s).  The cost of the
meal is $15/person, and reservations
must be received by October 1st.
The dramatic program and music are
scheduled to follow the meeting at
11:00 AM with lunch afterwards at
12:15 PM.

By Rev. Arthur Thomas

As a change from our usual featured speaker, this year’s Annual Meeting will
present a short program of music, and a dramatic reenactment of two historical
Methodist figures.

The reenactors will be The Rev. Dr. Gregg
Strawbridge, a direct descendant of Robert
Strawbridge, and The Rev. Dr. Arthur Dicken
Thomas, Vice-President of The Shrine, who will
assume the roles of George Whitefield and John
Wesley. Dressed in period attire, Strawbridge and
Thomas will portray these two celebrated eighteenth
century Methodists by discussing their relationship
in the Holy Club at Oxford, missionary endeavors
to America, field preaching, and their ultimate
disagreements over predestination - which led to a
rupture in their early friendship. Whitefield was a
Calvinistic Methodist, and Wesley an Arminian

Methodist. While they had much in common, their fundamental disagreements
will not only teach us much about early Methodism, it will make you think
about what you really believe in an exciting and challenging way.

The program will also include a concert performed
by Gregg, his wife Sharon and their daughter Julie
Strawbridge. They will share music from their
albums; Strawbridge Road--Draw Me Nearer
(2015), Epiphany (2014) and Roadside Hymns
(2011). The Strawbridge family will also lead us in
singing some Charles Wesley hymns as Gregg
accompanies us on guitar during our worship
service. Their CD's will be available for purchase.

Gregg Strawbridge is pastor of
All Saints Presbyterian Church
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania and
Secretary-Treasurer of the Eastern Region of the
Evangelical Theological Society. He received his Ph. D.
from the University of Southern Mississippi, and he is the
author of several books on theology and music as well as
numerous articles which may be accessed on

wordmp3.com/reformationresources. Since Gregg Strawbridge is of a
(Continued on page 2)

http://www.strawbridgeumc.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Whitefield
http://christianity.about.com/od/methodistdenomination/a/John-Wesley.htm
http://www.theopedia.com/john-calvin
http://www.theopedia.com/arminianism
http://www.wordmp3.com/greggstrawbridge
http://www.wordmp3.com/reformationresources
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Vibrant lay evangelist who portrayed Robert Strawbridge

Since its founding in 1937, The Strawbridge Shrine Association has had to say
farewell to many dedicated servants and benefactors. But in this issue of
EXHORTATION! we take a moment to celebrate the life of Ken Steward, whose
costumed portrayals of Robert Strawbridge have made him almost as much a
part of The Shrine as any building.

Maybe you heard his voice first. In his distinctive take on an 18th century Irish
Immigrant accent, you heard him exhorting or praying as Robert. Then you
saw him; colorful costume, long hair pulled back by his ever-present scripture-
laden barrette, one hand in the air, the other clutching a bible.  Ken was a vibrant

figure and strong advocate for The Shrine and the on-going ministry of Robert Strawbridge.

As each issue of EXHORTATION! would come out, Ken would never fail to comment on the title. “That’s really what
it’s all about,” he would say. Not just the memory, but the message of Robert Strawbridge. Then he’d pull out a little
folder, asking “Have I ever shown you this?” And you’d say “No”, even though he had. On the front were the words
“Who did Jesus die for?” and then you’d open it up and inside was a mirror; your own face looking back at you.
“That’s how much God loves you.”

After a long battle with health issues, Ken passed away June 26th. His funeral service was held July 2nd at his home
congregation of Hughes UMC, and the following day his body was laid to rest at the historic Mt. Olivet Cemetery,
just feet away from the graves of Robert and Elizabeth Strawbridge. Shrine Board member Rev. Wm. Louis Piel
preached the graveside service. “He was an unsung voice for the Strawbridge Shrine,” remembers Lou, “and our
ministry in promoting more than buildings and a site; but the good news of the Gospel and how that love can redesign
human hearts and lives.”

In the spirit of Ken’s ministry, and through the generosity
of his family, gifts in memory of Ken are designated as
going to The Strawbridge Shrine or to Hughes United
Methodist Church.  Gifts may be sent through the family,
or may be be sent to:

The Strawbridge Shrine Association
2200 St. Paul St.

Baltimore, MD 21218
Or to:

Hughes UMC
10700 Georgia Ave.
Wheaton, MD 20902

Please indicate “In Memory of Ken Steward” on your gift.

Gifts to The Shrine Association made “In Honor of” or
“In Memory of” are designated for the Shrine Endowment
fund. As such, these contributions are a lasting gift which
enable The Shrine Association to continue its missions of
preservation and education for years to come. Please
consider remembering your family, friends, and special
events in your life with a gift of Honor or Memory.

VISIT WWW.STRAWBRIDGESHRINE.ORG/JOIN--DONATE

(Continued  from  page 1)

Calvinist persuasion, he will be an apt person to
portray Whitefield.

Art Thomas is pastor of Bixlers-
Millers United Methodist
Church located in Manchester,
Maryland and adjunct professor
of the History of Spirituality at
Wesley Theological Seminary,
and he is a professor at The
Ecumenical Institute of
Theology, St. Mary's Seminary.
Besides publishing dozens of
articles, Art Thomas' Ph.D. dissertation was entitled
The Second Great Awakening in Virginia and
Slavery Reform, 1785-1837, which dealt in part with
early Methodism in America. Since Art Thomas is
descended from Samuel Jefferson, an early
Methodist convert in Virginia and is a supporter of
Wesley's theology, he can argue with conviction the
views and experiences of Wesley.

Tours of the nearby Strawbridge Shrine are available
after the meeting

http://www.hughesumc.org/
http://lovelylane.net/home/mt-olivet/
http://www.strawbridgeshrine.org/join--donate.html
http://www.hughesumc.org/
http://www.strawbridgeshrine.org/join--donate.html
http://www.millersumc.com/
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Considering the speed with which holiday calendars fill
up, now is the time to mark out Sunday, December 13th
at 4:30 PM. That’s when you’ll want to be attending the
annual Candlelight Advent Service held in the Log
Meeting House at The Strawbridge Shrine. This simple
Lessons and Carols service will undo a season’s worth
of “bah, humbug!” and remind you of the
uncomplicated joy in celebrating the coming good news
of Christ’s birth.

Gathering in the authentic reconstruction of American
Methodism’s first house of worship will transport you
back to a time when Advent was about fellowship with
friends and hearing the Word.

The guest preacher this year is Rev. Dr. Colin A.
Phillips of St. Paul UMC in New Windsor. Singing will
be led by Curator of The Shrine, Helen Kemp.

The simple and powerful message of scriptural
holiness was originally spread by Robert Strawbridge
on foot and on horseback. Today, the work done by
Robert and Elizabeth is still being spread, but now
we’ve added newspaper, video and the Internet to the
circuits we ride.

In May, the national United Methodist Office of
Communications released the video Farmers Who
Sowed Methodism in America about Robert, Elizabeth
and The Shrine for UMTV. Recounting how the
American Methodist movement was first spread in the
eighteenth century, and how The Shrine Association
continues to promote the Strawbridge’s work today,
the video features footage taped at The Shrine and
interviews with Shrine President Rev. James Talley,
Curator Helen Kemp, and Communication Coordinator
John Strawbridge. To view the four minute video, go
to www.umc.org and click on “Who We Are” then
“News & Media” and “Video & Audio”.

The same month, UM Communications also
highlighted The Shrine in an article; “Seven UM
Heritage Sites that Every United Methodist Should
See”, a survey of sites worldwide that define what
Methodism means.

In June, Helen Kemp presented the work of The Shrine
as part of the Box Lunch talk series for the Carroll
County Historical Society. Inspired by Helen’s
presentation, the Baltimore Sun published an article:
“Shrine in New Windsor honors site where Methodism
got its start”.

You can find each of these features linked on the
“News & Events” page of our website;
www.StrawbridgeShrine.org.

It’s all about the wheat. In her book, How Methodism
Came (1945), Ruthella Mory Bibbins attempted to trace
the voyage that brought Robert and Elizabeth to
America. In studying shipping records and newspaper
shipping notices, Bibbins discovered that shipping
between Maryland and Ireland in the period of their
emigration was dedicated to bringing wheat from the
fertile soils of Maryland farms to the famine-stressed
counties of Ireland. When those ships left Ireland to
return to Maryland, there was only one viable and
profitable cargo available; passengers. So the
Strawbridges almost certainly crossed the Atlantic on
one of these return trips.

Bibbins’ research identifies two vessels that made
returns in the appropriate period. The “Salford” left
Ireland and entered Annapolis harbor November 8,
1759. The brigantine “Sharpe” arrived in Annapolis
September 24, 1760. The “Salford” again returned on
November 6, 1761. No vessel sailing from Ireland
arrived in Maryland in 1762.

We know Robert was in America no later than 1762,
since he baptized Henry Maynard, who was born August
12, 1757, when the boy was “but four or five years of
age.” Since this occurred at his “second regular
preaching place”, then to have arrived in the fall of 1761
seems too narrow a time frame. Robert’s known travels
in Ireland make at 1759 voyage equally tight.
Probability,then, favors arrival on the “Sharpe” in fall
of 1760.

For the latest on news and events, visit us at:
www.StrawbridgeShrine.org

www.Facebook.com/StrawbridgeShrine
Twitter: @StrawbridgeShri

www.YouTube.com/StrawbridgeShrine

http://www.facebook.com/strawbridgeshrine
www.YouTube.com/StrawbridgeShrine
http://twitter.com/StrawbridgeShri
www.stpaulnewwindsor.com/
https://youtu.be/o-Q4XpKXN98
www.umc.org
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/readers-choice-more-united-methodist-landmarks
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/carroll/westminster/ph-ce-eagle-archives-0614-20150610-story.html
http://www.strawbridgeshrine.org/news--events.html
http://www.amazon.com/How-Methodism-came-beginnings-America/dp/0914960644/
http://www.StrawbridgeShrine.org
www.Facebook.com/StrawbridgeShrine
http://twitter.com/StrawbridgeShri
www.YouTube.com/StrawbridgeShrine


4

With the parking lot over-flowing, and more parked cars forming a double
row along the driveway, The Strawbridge Shrine Association flung wide
the doors of the historic buildings and Visitors Center of The Shrine
campus to welcome visitors and families from all over to its annual Open
House event on a mild Saturday this past June.

As popular as ever, people were lining up outside the food
tent where the men (and a few women) from Strawbridge
UMC were serving up hot lunches of grilled chicken and
fish. Kids were playing games (badminton, croquet, and a
couple that seemed to have no rules) with Miss Kim.
Families enjoyed a variety of music, and everyone visited
the Strawbridge House, the Log Meeting House and the
Evans House, which were attended all day by costumed
volunteers from the Shrine Association board. In the Visitors
Center, folks “took a load off” while watching the welcome
video.

The music was provided early in the day by the Harborlights, which
performed á cappella music in a barbershop style with a repertoire of
Broadway favorites, jazz, classics, old standards, and
rock and roll. Later, Phil Frazier, a Carroll County
guitarist and soloist, played guitar and sang a set which
included spiritual music and contemporary Christian
praise music.

The Rev. Art Thomas, member of the Strawbridge
Shrine Board, stated, "This day provided a golden
opportunity to visit two of Carroll County's eighteenth
century buildings that have been restored to show the
beginnings of Methodism in America in the 1760's and
give a glimpse into the way our county's ancestors
farmed, wove, cooked, studied, and prayed. People travel from all of the
United States to see these buildings and statues but tragically many from
[this area] have never discovered this gem right at their doorstep."

Happily, Open House 2015 brought a good number of first-time visitors
to The Shrine.

Holding its Annual Meeting in The District of Columbia for the first time, the United Methodist Historical Society
of the Baltimore-Washington Conference will gather on Saturday, September 26 at Asbury UMC in Washington DC.

Starting at 9:30 AM with the business meeting, the day will include a screening of Building the Beloved Community:
Race, Reconciliation, Recognition followed by a panel discussion with the producer, John Wesley Coleman, and the
General Secretary of the General Commission on Archives & History, Rev. Alfred Day. Asbury UMC, founded in
1836, is the oldest African-American church in DC still on its original site. The film examines the separation of
Methodist churches by race in the 19th century.

A luncheon concludes the day, and reservations are required for the lunch ($15/person, RSVP by 9/18).

Please see the latest issue of Third Century Methodism for information and reservation instructions, or visit the
Historical Society website: www.LovelyLaneMuseum.org.

http://www.lovelylanemuseum.org
www.asburyumcdc.org/
http://gcah.org/
www.LovelyLaneMuseum.org


The Strawbridge Shrine is open April - October

Fridays 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Saturdays 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Sundays 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Nov. - March and most other days by appointment
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May 1, 2015  –  August 31, 2015

SUSTAINING
Rev. John Patrick Baker
Orville, Eleanor & Christine Bowersox
John & Barbara Ditto
Rev. Sarah B. Dorrance
Rev. Nancy Nedwell
Lou & Judy Piel
Deborah & Marvin Schneider
Ms. Janice Sheesley
Alice M. Shipley
Miss Dorothy M. Shindle
Mr. Edward L. Waddell
Ms. Mariam A. Zabel

DONOR
Jessica Albrecht
Ms. Doris Cooney
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Copenhaver
Mrs. Elaine W. Crowe
Mrs. Olivia H. Devilbiss
Dr. & Mrs. Carroll A. Doggett
William & Deborah Drummond
Willard T. & E. Maxine Fritz
Mildred Harmon
Daniel & Catharine Hartzler
Rev. & Mrs. Kenneth S. Jones
Barbara W. Kehne
Rev. Robert E. Mitzel
Rev. L. Katherine Moore
Tony & Susan Sager
E.A. Stonesifer
Diane Summerhill
Dr. Sandra Wallis & William Smithson
Annette H. Wilfong

CONTRIBUTING ORGANIZATION
Bixlers-Millers United Methodist Church

Stone Chapel United Methodist Church

Westminster United Methodist Church
  United Methodist Women

IN MEMORIAL

  Mrs. Elaine W. Crowe

  Nancy B. Fidler

  Ms. Dorothy E. Lease

  Carole Schmidt & Richard Brasch

  Greg & Susie Schmidt

  Ms. Janice Sheesley

  Alice M. Shipley

  Jim & Susan Strawbridge & Family

  Patricia Tyson

IN HONOR OF

  Richard & Peggy Rhorer

  Jim & Susan Strawbridge & Family

OTHER CONTRIBUTION
Orville, Eleanor & Christine Bowersox
  Items for the Strawbridge House

Helen & Tim Kemp
  Power Point software

Mr. Philip H. Snader
  Sponsorship of the singing group for Open House

John Strawbridge
  Web hosting

Saturday, October 10th

    Annual Meeting of the Strawbridge Shrine
 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM, Strawbridge UMC

Saturday, September 26th

Annual Meeting of the UM Historical Society
10:00 AM, Asbury UMC in Washington DC

Sunday, December 13th

    Candlelight Advent Service
  4:30 PM, Log Meeting House at The Shrine

COMING UP!



STRAWBRIDGE SHRINE ASSOCIATION
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Rev. James F.W. Talley – President
Rev. Dr. Arthur Thomas – Vice President

Rev. Dr. Wm. Louis Piel – Secretary
Rev. Sue Bowen – Treasurer

Marian Goettee – Tour  Coordinator
John M. Strawbridge – Communications

Helen Kemp – Curator
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Visit The Shrine

The Strawbridge Shrine is essential history
for every United Methodist,

and
A Perfect addition to any confirmation class,

and
A Must-See for any history buff!

Tours can be arranged for Individuals, Classes or
Groups.

²
Contact us:

410-635-2600
Tours@StrawbridgeShrine.org

Visit all the Strawbridge Historic Landmarks:
New Hope-Bethel UMC, Stone Chapel UMC, &

the Original Log Meeting House Site.

Westminster Ridge Bus Tour
Taylorsville UMC
Hiss UMC
Visitors from Germany
Visitors from Korea
Hereford UMC youth
Wesley Seminary
BWC Ethnic Young Adults Group
Hereford UMC Adults
Mt. Lebanon UMC
The many Individuals, Families, & Drop-By Visitors

Available in our gift shop!

mailto:info@strawbridgeshrine.org
mailto:Tours@StrawbridgeShrine.org
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2015 Annual Meeting
STRAWBRIDGE SHRINE ASSOCIATION

At Strawbridge UMC, 2898 Wakefield Valley Rd., New Windsor, MD 21776

MUSIC AND DRAMATIC PROGRAM – 11:00 AM

“WESLEY vs WHITEFIELD”
It’s Calvinist George Whitefield against Arminian John Wesley in a battle for the mind and soul

of a soon-to-be-born church! Rev. Gregg Strawbridge (Whitefield) and Rev. Arthur Thomas
(Wesley) debate in character as two great figures in early Methodist thought.

“MUSIC of WESLEY and STRAWBRIDGE”
Rev. Gregg & Sharon Strawbridge, and their daughter Julie, present original music, as well as

hymns of Charles Wesley.

Luncheon catered by STRAWBRIDGE UMC – 12:15 PM

Reservations required.

Directions: From Baltimore, Follow Route 140 to MD-31 West. Go almost 7 miles. Strawbridge UMC is at
the corner of MD-31 and Wakefiled Valley Rd.
From DC, Follow Ridge Rd./Route 27 about 23.5 miles. Turn left on MD-407 and go 3.8 miles. Turn
right onto MD-31 East. Strawbridge UMC will be on the right in 1 mile.

#

Lunch Reservation Form
Please reserve _____ place(s) ($15 each) for the luncheon following the Annual Meeting.

DEADLINE FOR LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS IS Thursday, OCTOBER 1ST, 2015.

In addition, [I am/We are] sending a donation to help the Financial Campaign meet its goal:

o$25 o$50 o$100 (Sustaining) o$250 (Sponsor)

o$500 (Patron) o$1,000 (Benefactor) oOther $__________

Total enclosed $_______________. Make check out to “Strawbridge Shrine Association”.

Name & Address: _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

E.Mail Address: __________________________________________@_____________________

Please mail your form and contribution to: Strawbridge Shrine Association
2200 St. Paul Street
Baltimore, MD 21218

OCTOBER 10TH, 2015
WORSHIP AND ANNUAL BUSINESS– 10:00 AM
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