
The Strawbridge Shrine    New Windsor, MD
The First Home of American Methodism

May 1, 2016 2650 Strawbridge Lane, New Windsor, MD 21776 Vol. XXI,  No. 1

EXHORTATION!

One of the great joys of volunteering at The Shrine is seeing the enthusiasm of the many young people who visit The
Shrine during this confirmation season. The age of social media may be shortening attention spans, but it is increasing
the desire to be connected. And the story of our present-day connection to the people in our past continues to have
the power to inspire.

In our more recent past are many other inspirational folks. At the Shrine’s Visitors Center, we have a book listing the
names of a great many women and men who generously supported The Shrine Association, enabling it to acquire the
property, the Strawbridge House, the Evans House and to build a Curators’ house. Sadly, too many of those supporters
are no longer with us.

So we look to the commitment of those who precede us only by a single generation to inspire our generation, and the
next. The baton is passed, and we accept the challenge to stand up for the value of heritage and of our story. We
acknowledge that it is both our birthright, and our duty, to preserve these things in care for the generation that will
follow us – a generation that depends on us to keep the fire burning.

Enclosed with this news bulletin is your annual membership form. If you are, or have ever been, a member of The
Shrine, it is important that you continue your support. And if you have not yet become a contributor, then it is now
more important than ever that you add your name to those who gladly take responsibility for carrying the flame. We
must add new names to the book.

We thank you now, but the next generation will thank you for many years to come.

The following is an excerpt from “Rambles Through the Unites States,” a talk presented by Shrine Communication
Coordinator John Strawbridge at the Asbury 200 commemoration at the Black Country Living Museum in the UK,
sponsored by the Methodist Heritage Committee of the Methodist Church of Great Britain.

Robert’s lay ministry filled a particular void in the spiritual life of American
Methodists and people in general. As the American colonies moved closer
to rebellion against the crown, the ministers of the King’s church found it
prudent to remove themselves back to England. So people who might have
seen an ordained preacher only once every three or four months under the
best of circumstances, now found themselves without any appointed clergy
at all. So Strawbridge took it upon himself as their spiritual leader to perform
the sacraments as necessary. This became a much noted and discussed source
of disagreement between Strawbridge and the American General
Superintendent; Thomas Rankin, and then with Asbury.

Asbury writes of his conversation with the German minister, Benedict
Swope: “We had some conversation about the ordinances administered by
Mr. Strawbridge. He advanced some reasons to urge the necessity of them…
I told him they did not appear to me as essential for salvation, and that it did not appear to be my duty to administer
the ordinances at that time.”

(Continued on Page 4)

“Asbury and Strawbridge” by Richard Douglas ©
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https://www.bclm.co.uk/
http://www.methodistheritage.org.uk/
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September 1, 2015  –  April 30, 2016
PATRON

Thomas & Catherine Abendroth

SPONSOR
Diane Macklin Shindle

SUSTAINING
Kellie Doherty
Nancy & Emora Brannan
Steven Burke
Marian Goettee
Ronda Robinson
Sally Stair
Rev. & Mrs. James F. W. Talley

IN MEMORIAL
In Memory of Ken Steward

In memory of Rev. Kenneth Tyson,
Rev. Jim Shannon and Mary Shannon

IN HONOR OF
In Honor of John M. Strawbridge

DONOR
Betty Ammons
Ms. Janet Argenbright
Rev. Sue & Ken Bowen
David & Donna Coakley
Rev. Jim Current
Mrs. Olivia H. Devilbiss
John & Barbara Ditto
Mildred Harmon
Rev. Charles Harrell
Ann & George Horvath
Marion Jones
Rev. Clarence & Mrs. Jean Kaylor
Barbara W. Kehne
Don Ludke
Mr. Charles N. Mason, Jr.
Eleanor Packard
Doris & Sam Pierce
Robert Shindle
Rev. & Mrs. Errol Smith
J. William Stonesifer
Rev. Dr. Arthur D. Thomas
Patricia Tyson
Annette H. Wilfong

 Deer Park UMC, United Methodist Women
 Linganore UMC, Robert Devilbiss, Treasurer

Providence-Fort Washington, United Methodist Women
St. Paul's UMC, United Methodist Women
Wards Chapel UMC

CONTRIBUTING ORGANIZATION

The mission of the Strawbridge Shrine is to preserve the foundational legacy of early Methodism and to continue
the faith journey so that future generations might know the love of God and participate in God’s work in the world.

The inaugural year of the Schell Lecture series continues when archeologist Kirsti Uunila will present her talk; “Beads,
Bundles and Boundaries: How Ritual Objects reveal Identity and Intent.”

Uunila will share things she has learned from excavating nineteenth-century sites related to African-Americans in
southern Maryland. “I have found caches of objects near doors, windows, chimneys, etc.,” she relates, “that may serve
as evidence of ritual practices.” What we learn from these will be of interest both for their connection to practices in
Methodist churches and for what they tell us about local history. “The objects and inferred practices that I plan to talk
about can be found throughout the middle Atlantic and the south,” Uunila tells us. “I use what I have learned from
my training applied to local history and archeology to share in local public conversations on race, social relations,
and education.”

Her investigations also have close connection to the UMHS. “I had a good conversation with Ed Schell,” Kirsti
remembers, “and discussed it with him. He encouraged me in the project.”

This event will take place Saturday, June 18 at 2:00 PM in the social hall at Lovely Lane UMC. Light refreshments
are served at 1:30 PM. Admission is $10.00/person ($5.00 for members of the UMHS). Free parking is available in
the Baltimore Lab School lot next door to Lovely Lane.

http://lovelylanemuseum.org
http://lovelylane.net
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This year marks the 200th anniversary of the death of
Bishop Francis Asbury, who is called the founding Bishop
of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Almost three years after Robert Strawbridge’s death in
1781, the Methodist movement in America was at the edge
of an abyss. With the conclusion of the Revolutionary
War by treaty in 1783, it was unthinkable for Methodists
to remain a part of the Anglican Church, whose official
head was the King of England. And so John Wesley
agreed that for the people “whom God has so strangely
made free,” a new denomination and new leadership was
called for. He ordained Dr. Thomas Coke, and sent him
to America with letters directing that Coke and the lay
minister Francis Asbury be set aside as Superintendents
of the church to be organized. But Asbury, more
experienced in the “don’t tell me what to do" American
mind set, determined that he should be elected. So on the
first day of the Christmas Conference at the Lovely Lane
Meeting House in 1784; Asbury was elected Deacon. On
the second day; elected Elder. And on the third day;
Superintendent (a title which would soon be changed to
Bishop).
Asbury’s unique understanding of the American people
was his strength over the forty-five years of his American
mission. He had an uncanny ability to meet people of
vastly different backgrounds and philosophies, and to
unite them into a functioning and connected church. He
intenerated for his whole life in America, never owning
a home and possessing little property other than his books.
Asbury died and was buried in Spotsylvania, VA. At the
direction of the General Conference, his body was
removed to the Light Street
church in Baltimore, and then
interred in the alcove of the
Eutaw Street Church. In
1854, The General
Conference directed that
his body again be moved,
this time to the Bishops’
Lot at Mt. Olivet Cemetery.
Thus Asbury remained
itinerant, even in death.

To appropriately commemorate the 200th anniversary of
Asbury’s passing, observances have been taking place
both in England and in America. Here in the Baltimore-
Washington Conference, a handsome new Bishop’s
Monument was dedicated at a special service in April. This

was made possible by generous support of the Trustees of
the Baltimore-Washington Conference, Tegeler
Monument Company, and the United Methodist Historical
Society of the Baltimore-Washington Conference.
As a part of these efforts, new signs have been placed at
the Bishops’ Lot to provide information about many of
the important figures buried there, including Robert
Strawbridge. A new Bishops’ Lot sign in granite replaces
the old wooden one which had been destroyed in a storm
four years ago. That original wooden sign had been made
by the late Ken Steward, whose remains lie nearby. A new

entry sign has been
installed, crafted by
Woodland Sign Company
which made the new
Shrine entry sign. And
two new historic wayside
markers provide visitors
with biographies of
Robert and of some of the

other noteworthy preachers who lie there at rest.

The Strawbridge Shrine is sharing in this commemoration
in other ways as well. The Shrine’s Communication
Coordinator, John Strawbridge, was invited to travel to
England to be a part of the observances there. In the
program for the Family Fun Day, John’s talk was
described in this way: “Come and hear about the
Strawbridge Shrine Association and Asbury’s connections
with Robert Strawbridge and the first Methodist Societies
starting in Robert’s own home, then at locations in
Maryland, Pennsylvania and Delaware.”
Along with Rev. Fred Day, General Secretary of the
General Commission on Archives and History, who was
also one of the speakers, John was interviewed by BBC
4. Those interviews which were heard nationwide on the
popular Sunday Morning program.
Robert’s ministry was further remembered from the pulpit
of Wesley’s Chapel in London. Rev. Leslie Griffiths
introduced John to the congregation gathered for Sunday
morning worship and spoke about Robert as “a significant
part in the transference of an authoritative and continuous
Methodism that crossed the Atlantic” in setting up the
theme of his sermon entitled, “The priority of the pastoral.”
We think of Strawbridge and Asbury as American figures,
so it is easy to forget that both of these lay preachers were
essentially missionaries in a frontier land. As the United
Methodist Church continues to send missionaries around
the world, it is good to remember that the story we tell has
as much – or even more – meaning to those outside of this
land as to those who live here.
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https://www.churchofengland.org/
http://www.bwcumc.org
http://tegelermonument.com/
http://lovelylanemuseum.org
http://gcah.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4
http://www.wesleyschapel.org.uk/
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One month later, in speaking of the Dec 23, 1772 quarterly
meeting, Francis Asbury writes: “Brother Strawbridge
pleaded much for the ordinances, and so did the people,
who seemed much biased by him. I told them I would not
agree to it at the time and insisted upon our abiding by the
rules.” 12

But Wesley, too, had built his movement by flaunting the
rules; preaching outside and out of his parish, often
inciting riots and attacks against himself. Such was the
level of disruption that Wesley created, that he was called
to explain himself to Bishop Butler of Bristol. Wesley, in
his own transcription of the encounter, replied, “As to my
preaching here, a dispensation of the gospel is committed
to me, and woe is me if I preach not the gospel
wheresoever I am in the habitable world… When I am
convinced that I do [break any rule], it will then be time
to ask, ‘Shall I obey God or man?’” 13

Wesley, like his father and grandfather before him, felt a
personal freedom to act outside the laws of the Church as
needed – even to the point of deciding that it was
ecclesiastically appropriate for him to ordain Dr. Coke as
a Superintendent (or bishop) though he himself was not.
Strawbridge was perhaps more like Wesley than was
Asbury (who followed God, the rules and Wesley in pretty
much that order).

Wesley, so well-known for his methodical-ness and
Discipline, would famously write: “I am not afraid that
the people called Methodist should ever cease to exist in
either Europe or America. But I am afraid, lest they should
only exist as a dead sect, having the form of religion
without the power.” 14

And so, interestingly, Wesley and Strawbridge show the
same spirit in not letting rules stand in the way of serving
the needs of the people. In fact, the very founding of the
Methodist movement is testament to Wesley’s desire to
move beyond established rules. Especially where such
rules came between people and their ability to receive the
Word. Robert Strawbridge found his mission in America
very similar to Wesley’s; to bring the Word and the
Sacrament to people who had been neglected of it.

But Asbury was fated, if I may employ so Calvinist a view,
to have almost the opposite journey. Arriving only a
decade after Strawbridge, Asbury found not a people
restricted by rule, but due to their advanced state of
rebellion, he found a people without rule. Where
Strawbridge had to kindle and to spread Methodism,
Asbury needed to tame and to gather. Where Strawbridge

needed to galvanize, Asbury needed to organize.
Strawbridge, like Wesley, was a rebel. Asbury, adrift in a
rebel country, needed to be law.

Wesley and Strawbridge had the freedom to be founders.
To be pioneers in the faith of their respective lands. Asbury
was doomed to that much more ignominious task – to be
the administrator. To be the one to take the grand ideas
and passions of those who went before him, and to turn
them into workable systems and procedures.

Such was Asbury’s commitment to the comfort of
dependable rules, that he eventually even codifies
Strawbridge’s defiance into a kind of amendment: “No
preacher in our connexion shall be permitted to administer
the ordinances at this time; except Mr. Strawbridge, and
he under the particular direction of the assistant.” 15

Not that we should, in any
way, discount Asbury’s
pioneering efforts. His were
the first preacher’s hoof
prints in many a
settlement. And many were
brought into Methodism, if
not into any life of faith at all, by
Francis’ preaching. But where
Strawbridge was working
outward from his start, Asbury
always had his eye on a destination. He
blazed trails with the goal of all roads leading home.

In this way, circumstances made it impossible that Asbury
and Strawbridge should ever entirely be in agreement.
Beginning at opposite ends of the road, they either rode
in different directions, or else rode at one another like
jousters – each ready to knock the other off his high horse.

The work of Connexion can be a very complicated labor.

Notes:
Image of Asbury and Strawbridge © Strawbridge Shrine Association
Image of Circuit Rider’s Saddle courtesy of Lovely Lane Museum
9  Asbury, Francis. Journal, 1772, November, 5
11 Asbury, Francis. Journal, 1772, November, 22
12 Asbury, Francis. Journal, 1772, December, 22
13 Among other sources, see Hurst, J.F. and Joy, James Richard.

“John Wesley the Methodist, A Plain Account of His Life and
Work”, By a Methodist Preacher, Chapter IX, The Methodist Book
Concern, 1903

14 “Thoughts upon Methodism” – John Wesley (London 4, August,
1786), Arminian Magazine, 1787

15 Asbury, Francis. Journal, 1773, July, 14
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For many years, it has been a goal of the officers and directors
of the Strawbridge Shrine Association to expand and modernize
the Visitors Center. While it has served its purpose well for many
years, the current Visitors Center, located on the ground level
of the Curators’ House, is too small to accommodate tour groups of larger numbers or events like the reception
following the annual Candlelight Advent Service. Our exhibit space needs to be expanded so that we can better serve
our mission of education and inspiration. And additional space is need for reception, gift shop and other support
facilities.

Several options and designs have been considered, including add-ons to the current space of either one or two stories.
At the April board meeting, architect Wally Wolff presented a new design for a free-standing one story building. This
concept would move the main Visitors Center to the other side of the parking lot, to make it more connected to the
campus of historic buildings. Incorporating both modern materials and colonial era elements, the exterior design is
intended to complement the historic building without competing with them. Inside, the accessible building would
provide a large flexible gathering space, dedicated display areas, reception and gift shop areas, offices, and modern
restrooms.

The architect’s model of the new concept will be on display in the current Visitors Center during Colonial Day on June 11.
Major capital fundraising will begin once engineering work and builder’s estimates have been received.

Each year, the Strawbridge Shrine Association plans a springtime celebration to welcome returning and first-time
visitors to The Shrine. This is always a great opportunity to see what is new and what is planned at The Shrine, to
take in some good food and good music, to bring the family to enjoy a day in the country air and to have some fun
with history. Past open house events have focused on Heritage, and on Family. And this year, we’re turning the clock
back to the time of Robert and Elizabeth for our first “Colonial Day” at The Shrine.

As the Strawbridge House is being outfitted with colonial era furnishings, board members will get into the spirit –
greeting visitors in period costume to tell the stories of life in the 1760’s. Craftsmen are planned to be on-hand to
demonstrate their trades, and Ela Wiswakarma and a group from
St. Paul UMC will be in the Log Meeting House to entertain
with eighteenth century music.

And, as always, Strawbridge UMC will be on hand – selling
their ever popular hot-off-the-grill Chicken and Fish lunches.

Colonial Day is June 11th from 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. There
is no admission charge, and the historic buildings and the
Visitors Center will be open continuously with guides stationed
throughout the site. Be sure to visit the Meditation circle near
the beginning of the nature trail.

The Strawbridge Shrine is open April - October

Fridays 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Saturdays 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Sundays 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

And most days by appointment

For the latest on news and events, visit us at:
www.StrawbridgeShrine.org

www.Facebook.com/StrawbridgeShrine
Twitter: @StrawbridgeShri

www.YouTube.com/StrawbridgeShrine

http://www.facebook.com/strawbridgeshrine
www.YouTube.com/StrawbridgeShrine
http://twitter.com/StrawbridgeShri
http://www.stpaulnewwindsor.com/wp/
http://www.strawbridgeumc.org/
http://www.StrawbridgeShrine.org
www.Facebook.com/StrawbridgeShrine
http://twitter.com/StrawbridgeShri
www.YouTube.com/StrawbridgeShrine


The Strawbridge Shrine Association, Inc.
A nonprofit educational organization devoted to the preservation of the historical
beginnings of the United Methodist Church in America, and the contributions of Robert
Strawbridge - the first preacher of Methodism in America - and Elizabeth, his wife.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FORM
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR DONATION

Type of Membership:
(please select one)

o Individual Membership $25.00

o Couple’s Membership  $35.00

o Church / Church Group $100.00

o Youth (under 20 yrs. of age) $5.00

Date of birth:

o Sustaining $100.00

o Sponsor $250.00

o Patron $500.00

o Benefactor $1,000.00

o In addition to membership I / We are adding a donation of $

o I /We do not wish to become a member, but please accept a donation of $

Member Information:
(please print)

NAME(S)

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

@
E.MAIL

PHONE (BEST)

Gifts:
o I am making a donation of $ In Memory of

o I am making a donation of $ In Honor of

Please make your check or money order to:

Strawbridge Shrine Association, Inc.
2200 St. Paul Street

Baltimore, MD 21218

On-line credit card donation and membership renewal coming soon.
The Strawbridge Shrine Association, Inc., is a non-profit 501(c)(3) entity. Your contribution is tax-deducible.
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Rev. James F.W. Talley – President
Robert Shindle – Vice President

Rev. Dr. Wm. Louis Piel – Secretary
Rev. Sue Bowen – Treasurer

Marian Goettee – Tour  Coordinator
John M. Strawbridge – Communications

Helen Kemp – Curator
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Visit The Shrine

The Strawbridge Shrine is essential history
for every United Methodist,

and
A Perfect addition to any confirmation class,

and
A Must-See for any history buff!

Tours can be arranged for Individuals, Classes or
Groups.

²
Contact us:

410-635-2600
Tours@StrawbridgeShrine.org

Visit all the Strawbridge Historic Landmarks:
New Hope-Bethel UMC, Stone Chapel UMC, &

the Original Log Meeting House Site.

Bixlers – Millers UMC
Calvary – Trinity UMC
Carroll Lutheran Village
Girl Scouts of Central Maryland
Grace UMC (Aberdeen)
Grace UMC (Keyser, WV)
Korean Pastors
Oakdale – Emory UMC
Silver Spring Cooperative Parish
Sykesville Parish
Wesley Freedom UMC

Available in our gift shop!

mailto:info@strawbridgeshrine.org
mailto:Tours@StrawbridgeShrine.org

