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H. Jackson Brown, Jr., the author who gave us Life’s Little Instruction Book, says that in farming “you have to start
over again every morning.” Robert and Elizabeth Strawbridge probably would have agreed with this. As farmers of
both the land, and of the souls of the American Colonies, they knew that each day they had to begin their work anew.
That’s a hard thing to do, and it’s very different from simply “going on” or “not stopping.” To treat each day as a new
start requires special care.
Today, the Strawbridge Shrine Association must tend to the Strawbridge House and farm land in much the same way.
We cannot sit back and say the work has been done, or is being done, but must face each year, each season, each day
and say, “How do we begin the work?”
On June 18, 2017, The Strawbridge Shrine Association will turn 80 years old. So in this anniversary year, it is
appropriate for us to honor our beginning in the way that the founders of the Association did. And in the way that
Robert ministered. By making a new start.
The Board of Officers and Directors of the Strawbridge Shrine Association are in the process of looking over the
whole site, from the possibility of a new Visitors Center to the Preservation of our historic log structures to the
restoration of our replica Meeting House. Grounds-keeping, house-keeping, security, maintenance and hospitality…
every aspect of the care and operation of the Shrine is being looked at with the question, “How do we begin?”
In looking at our site anew, we have seen that some serious work is needed. Age is taking its toll on the logs in the
Meeting House, and many need to be replaced with new ones. The roof on the Evans House is at the end of its time,
(Continued on Page 5)

By Robert Shindle, Conference Archivist
The Rev. James F.W. Talley, President of the Strawbridge Shrine Association,
suffered a massive heart attack outside his home on the afternoon of New
Year's Eve and died that same day. He is survived by wife Kim and their
children from prior marriages.
James Fred Walker Talley was born to Rev. James Holloway Talley and the
former Mabel Marie Cornelius July 6, 1940, in Kentucky. His parents’
wedding had been conducted by the Rev. Edward Tullis, his father's friend
and brother-in-law, who would become bishop in the Columbia (SC) Area in
1972 and retire as Nashville Area Bishop in 1984.
Jim's parents transferred from the Kentucky Conference to the Baltimore
Conference and served churches in Carroll and Baltimore counties and in the
City of Baltimore during Jim's early years. Of his mother, Jim recalled in a
1997 memoir that, as a schoolteacher, "she was well ahead of her time in her
interest in helping congregations understand the role of the working pastor's
spouse and their need to be less expectant of her presence in many traditional
parish functions."
Jim himself did not immediately enter the ministry, but had a successful business career and held a law degree from
(Continued on Page 5)
the University of Baltimore.

September 1, 2016 – April 30, 2017
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BENEFACTOR
Rev. James F.W. Talley for the gazebo
Kim Talley for the gazebo
Mary-West Ensor for the wooden statues
Dan & Kit Hartzler for the wooden statues
SPONSOR
W. S. Tegeler Monument Co.
Walter Tegeler, President
Wallace Wolff
SUSTAINING
Betty Ammons
Nancy & Emora Brannan
Mary-West Ensor
Marian Goettee
Dale Lowman
Rev. Nancy Nedwell
Lou & Judy Piel
Rev. Edgardo Rivera
District Superintendent, Frederick
Ronda Robinson
Dorothy M. Shindle
Sally Stair
Rev. Dr. Douglas Tzan
DONOR
Charles & Inez Beckhardt
Rev. Sue & Ken Bowen
Bradley & Deborah White Bondhus
Rev. Steven Sung Hwan Cho
Mrs. Olivia H. Devilbiss
Mrs. Wanda Barnes Hall
Tom Harford
Mildred Harmon
Nettie Lee Hughlett
Barbara W. Kehne
Don Ludke
Mr. Charles N. Mason, Jr.
J. William & Marilyn Stonesifer
John Strawbridge
Diane Summerhill
Rev. & Mrs. Julian A. Tavenner
Rev. Dr. Arthur D. Thomas
Rev. Charles I. Wallace, Jr
Dr. Sandra Wallis & William Smithson
Annette H. Wilfong

IN MEMORIAL
In Memory of John E. Harmon
By Mildred Harmon
In Memory of Dwight Sheesley
By Lou & Judy Piel
In Memory of Ken Steward
By Patricia Tyson
By Lou & Judy Piel
In Memory of Rev. James F.W. Talley
By Administrative & Consulting Solutions
By Nancy & Emora Brannan
By Lee Copeland & Dave Witek
By Mr. & Mrs. Ray Copenhaver
By Mrs. Olivia H. Devilbiss
By Willard T. and E. Maxine Fritz
By Jayne & Jack Gallagher
By Marian Goettee
By Dan & Kit Hartzler
By Dale Lowman
By Tom & Dianne Lyons
By Rev. Nancy Nedwell
By Rick & Anne Ramell
By Ronda Robinson
By Miss Dorothy M. Shindle
By Irene Wallace
IN HONOR OF
In Honor of John Strawbridge
By Elizabeth Strawbridge
CONTRIBUTING ORGANIZATION
Bixlers UMC
Deer Park United Methodist Church UMW
Howard Chapel-Ridgeville UMW
Messiah United Methodist Church
Nichols-Bethel UMW
Providence-Fort Washington UMW
St. Paul's UMC (New Windsor) UMW
St. Paul’s UMC (Kensington) UMM
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church (Sykesville)
United Methodist Homes of New Jersey
OTHER CONTRIBUTION
Eleanor & Orville Bowersox
Items for Strawbridge House
Rev. Dr. Arthur D. Thomas
Portraits of Four Bishops
Wallace Wolff - Architectural Design Work

Late last fall, the Strawbridge Shrine received two new greeters to welcome and delight visitors. A pair of painted
wooden statues of Robert & Elizabeth Strawbridge took up residence in a new gazebo right by the front entrance –
where Robert’s upraised arm seems to say “Welcome!”
Conceived by past President of the Shrine, Dan Hartzler, the statues were funded by generous gifts from Mary-West
Ensor and Dan & Kit Hartzler. They are the work of artist
Jason Stoner. Mr Stoner, working under his company
name, “Chain Effect,” produces original works
“delicately” carved by chain saw!
Well-known for his western-themed and animal
sculptures, Mr. Stoner took up the challenge of re-creating
the images of Robert and Elizabeth after being approached
by Dan Hartzler.
Working with nothing more than the images of the two
stone statues already in place on the Shrine campus, Jason
fashioned representations of Robert and Elizabeth that
evoke a bit of the lively spirit Robert was known for.
When asked if he works from a pattern, Jason replied,
“Nope, I just run with it!”
The unpainted statues first displayed at Chain Effect.

A bit smaller than life-sized with slightly enlarged heads,
the figures are more approachable than the stern stone sculptures in the center of the grounds. They are literally more
approachable, too, as they are seated at ground level on a wooden bench – perfect for visitors’ photos.
And to make them even more accessible, James and Kim Talley donated a gazebo in which to house (and protect) the
sculptures. The gazebo was given in memory of their parents, Reverend James H. Talley & Mabel Marie Cornelius
Talley and Mr. Frank H. Hoffman & Doris K. Hoffman. Jim and Kim also generously removed a tree on their property
which would have overhung the gazebo at a risk of storm damage and mold issues.
Located at the head of the nature trail near the main entrance, the new Robert & Elizabeth figures provide a special
greeting to all comers. On your next visit to the Shrine, be sure to stop by and grab your “selfie” with Robert and
Elizabeth.
To learn more about the artist, and see some of his work, look for “Jason Stoner Chain Effect”on FaceBook.

THANKS to our recent tour visitors…
For the latest on news and events, visit us at:

www.StrawbridgeShrine.org
www.Facebook.com/StrawbridgeShrine
Twitter: @StrawbridgeShri
www.YouTube.com/StrawbridgeShrine

Salem UMC
Damascus UMC
Reisterstown UMC
Wesley Chapel
United Methodist Communities of NJ
Mt. Zion
Mt. Carmel
Boy Scouts
Cub Scouts
Brook Hill UMC
Sykesville Parish
Arnolia UMC
Fork-Waugh UMC
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As the worshipers gathered in a circle in front of the Log Meeting House last December, no one could have guessed,
listening to Rev. James Talley close in prayer, that it would be our final chance to celebrate Advent with Jim. But in
retrospect, it could hardly have been a better or more appropriate way to remember the late President.
Our annual Advent Service is always a moving time. Not for the splash and spectacle of the modern holiday season,
but as a uniquely personal sharing with friends the good news of the salvation and life everlasting that is promised.
Shrine board member Rev. Dr. Douglas Tzan brought the message, and curator Helen Kemp led the singing. With
much volunteer help from so many on the board, it truly was a time of shared ministry and devotion.
The Candlelight Advent service returns on the third week of Advent for 2017. Look for details in the fall edition of
“Exhortation!” and on our website.

Do you know what Geo-Caching is?
Geo-caching is a fun activity that has become hugely popular with smart-phone and Internet-savvy families. Using
a phone app or website, geo-cache hunters get latitude and longitude coordinates that lead them to find cache boxes
hidden in neighborhoods and parks around the country - and around the world as the trend grows.
The cache boxes sometimes contain small trinkets for the hunters to trade, but most often just a code word and a book
to sign their names proving that they found the cache. Hunters can then go on the website, and enter the code word
to prove that they found the cache. The physical rewards are little. But the reward of engaging in an activity with your
family, and sharing in the joy of accomplishment, is great.
The General Commission on Archives and History for the United Methodist Church has decided to take advantage
of this fun family pastime to bring visitors to our Heritage Landmarks, and spread the word about our history. Named
“The Amazing (G)Race” - after the Emmy-winning reality TV series - this adventure gives geo-cache hunters the
opportunity to gain bragging rights for who can find the most hidden caches at the most sites.
The Strawbridge Shrine, along with other designated Heritage Landmarks in the US and in Europe, has been given
a geo-cache box and code word to hide on the site. We provided GCAH with the coordinates, and then they uploaded
the location to the site. And the race was on!
And on Good Friday, April 14, 2017, the Amazing (G)Race had its very first successful find... At the Shrine!

COMING UP!
Saturday, June 14th

Colonial Day at the Shrine
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Saturday, October 14th

Annual Meeting of the Strawbridge Shrine Association
10:00 AM - Details coming soon!

Sunday, October 29th

Last day of seasonal open hours
Sunday, December 10th

Candlelight Advent Service in the Old Log Meeting House
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(Continued from Page 1)

and a new one is needed. We need to have a professional
conservator assess the Strawbridge House. Additional
work is needed to maintain the grounds and clean the
buildings
Perhaps the most central piece of all is the financial life
of the Association. We are beginning anew to look at
stewardship – at income and investment. And we know
we must begin again today, and again tomorrow; to
increase donations, to attract new members, and to build
up our endowment so that tomorrow’s stewards have the
resources they will need to start the work in their time.
The Shrine needs you to begin again as well. If you are
a regular contributor, we thank you and ask you to begin
again. If you have been an occasional contributor, we
ask you to begin again. If you have never had the
opportunity to give before, we ask you to begin today.
And more, we ask you to spread the word. In your
family, your church, your community. Let people know
that the Shrine is here, and that we are beginning the
work of inspiring a new generation with the story of our
amazing heritage. New members are needed.
Enclosed with this news bulletin is your Annual
Membership form. Please fill it out and return it with
your gift today. With your help, tomorrow will be a new
beginning!

Building on the success of last year’s re-launch of our
spring event as “Colonial Day,” the Program Committee,
led by chair Rob Shindle, has made plans to make this
year’s second annual Colonial Day even grander. With
more crafts people demonstrating colonial trades over
more locations around the Shrine campus, this event is
expected to draw an even bigger crowd than last year’s
well-attended festival.
But old favorites will be returning, too. Strawbridge
UMC will once again be on hand to prepare freshly
grilled fish and chicken lunches. And the historic
buildings will be open throughout the day, staffed by
our knowledgeable guides – many in period costume!
As always the admission is free! Lunches are for sale,
with proceeds supporting the work of Strawbridge
UMC. The day begins at 10:00 AM and runs until 2:00
PM. Visitors are welcome to bring their own lawn chairs
and blankets and make a family outing of it.
Join us this year, as we observe the Shrine Association’s
80th birthday (June 18, 1937)!

(Continued from Page 1)

Jim was appointed Program Director of the Conference
Council on Ministries in 1971, the first layperson to hold
that position in the church. It was then just six years after
the merger of the Baltimore and Washington
Conferences, four years after the merger of the
Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Churches
to create the UMC, and there were struggles associated
with the new structure. Jim's first report quoted Matthew
9:23, "Everything is possible to the one who believes"
and then concluded, "Sometimes I wish I were a
theologian so that I could have the benefit of a thorough
and enriched search of the Scriptures, but I do know that
I believe and trust in Jesus and that he will use the United
Methodists of this area to be sensitive to the needs of
people wherever they are and wherever they may be.
This is our heritage."
It was in his capacity of Conference Program Director
that Jim worked toward acquisition of the Strawbridge
House, one of the first four designated shrines of The
Methodist Church and one of the original Heritage
Landmarks of the UMC. Acquisition of 32 acres of the
colonial Strawbridge Farm was completed in 1973. Jim's
interest in the site did not abate after he left the
Conference Council in 1978, however, and he took part
in the development of the Shrine property as a historic
park over the next decade.
Jim was licensed to preach in 1992 and served Mt. Zion
Church, Finksburg, for seven years, during which he
was ordained Deacon (1997) and Elder (2000). He
served another seven years in active ministry at Grace,
Black Rock (Hampstead) in Baltimore County and then
at Asbury, Arnold in Anne Arundel County.
In retirement, he purchased the property on Wilt Rd.
adjacent to the Strawbridge property. He married the
former Kim Greenwalt in the Shrine's Log Meeting
House and Jim and Kim recently donated the gazebo at
the trailhead in memory of their parents.

It was a “black, gold and white semi-formal affair” in
October, 2016, when Strawbridge United Methodist
Church celebrated their “100 years and counting”
anniversary. The congregation, led by Ambassador
Blango Ross, gathered at Dutch’s Daughter in Frederick,
MD for an evening banquet featuring praises, songs and
memories. The special musical guests were Winfield
Parker & Praise. A highlight of the occasion, was the
presentation of a plaque by the NAACP recognizing
Strawbridge UMC as “a true blessing to us, our
community, state, country and the world.”
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The Strawbridge Shrine Association, Inc.
A nonprofit educational organization devoted to the preservation of the historical
beginnings of the United Methodist Church in America, and the contributions of Robert
Strawbridge - the first preacher of Methodism in America - and Elizabeth, his wife.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FORM
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR DONATION

Type of Membership:
(please select one)

o
o
o
o

Individual Membership $25.00
Couple’s Membership $35.00
Church / Church Group $100.00
Youth (under 20 yrs. of age) $5.00

o
o
o
o

Sustaining $100.00
Sponsor $250.00
Patron $500.00
Benefactor $1,000.00

Date of birth:

o
o

In addition to membership I / We are adding a donation of $
I /We do not wish to become a member, but please accept a donation of $

Member Information:
(please print)

NAME(S)
ADDRESS
CITY

STATE

ZIP CODE

@

E.MAIL
PHONE (BEST)

Gifts:

o

I am making a donation of $

In Memory of

o

I am making a donation of $

In Honor of

Please make your check or money order to:
Strawbridge Shrine Association, Inc.
2200 St. Paul Street
Baltimore, MD 21218
On-line credit card donation and membership renewal coming soon.
The Strawbridge Shrine Association, Inc., is a non-profit 501(c)(3) entity. Your contribution is tax-deducible.

STRAWBRIDGE SHRINE ASSOCIATION
2200 ST. PAUL STREET
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-5805

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
BALTIMORE, MD
PERMIT NO. 853
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

EXHORTATION!
The News Bulletin of the Strawbridge Shrine
is published by:

Strawbridge Shrine Association 501(c)(3)
2200 St. Paul Street
Baltimore, MD 21218
Mailing Address:
PO Box 388
New Windsor, MD 21776
Editor / Communications Coordinator:
John Strawbridge
info@strawbridgeshrine.org
²
Robert Shindle – Acting President
Rev. Dr. Wm. Louis Piel – Secretary
Rev. Sue Bowen – Treasurer
Marian Goettee – Tour Coordinator
John M. Strawbridge – Communications
Helen Kemp – Curator

The mission of the Strawbridge Shrine is to preserve the foundational legacy of early Methodism
and to continue the faith journey so that future generations might know the love of God
and participate in God’s work in the world.

The Strawbridge Shrine is open April - October:
Fridays 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Saturdays 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sundays 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
November - March and most other days:
By appointment

