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Shrine Receives Surprise Gift from Local Metal Detecting Group
By Rev. Bob Kells

What lies beneath the surface is a mystery to the naked eye but can be revealed
by anyone with the right equipment and a nose for history. For the
Strawbridge Shrine, the group that discovered what's just below our toes was
the Maryland Dirt Diggers. Earlier this year, the Diggers took their metal
detectors to the land near the original site of the ca. 1764 LLog Meeting House.
There they uncovered a small trove of 18™ century coins, buttons, thimbles,
and other pieces that were in common use around the time Robert
Strawbridge and his family lived in the area. This collection was presented to
the Shrine Association during our Board meeting on July 18, 2026. The gift
came as a surprise, and a welcome break from the meeting.

Robert Devilbiss, leader of the Dirt Diggers, explained that he and some of
his detecting enthusiasts were looking for a place to use their metal detecting
skills when they hit upon the idea of exploring the L.og Meeting House site.
The original location is marked with a large concrete memorial. The artifacts |
were found within a few hundred feet of the memorial, to the north and
northeast, according to Mr. Devilbiss. He suggested this may have been an
area where people left their wagons, carriages, or horses before attending
worship in the Meeting House.

The Log Meeting House was likely built by Robert Strawbridge about 1764. It served as a meeting place for Methodists
until the carly 19™ century when it fell into disrepair and its logs were removed by a local farmer to build a barn. A monument
with two bronze medallions were erected on the site in the 1920s for the 150™ anniversary of American Methodism.

The Shrine Association gives our thanks to the Northern Maryland Dirt Diggers and their gift.

The Strawbridge Association is 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. All donations are tax deductible.
Connect with us online @...

The Strawbridge Shrine strawbridgeshrine.org curator@strawbridgeshrine.org

“I’he mission of the Strawbridge Shrine Association is to preserve, interpret, and share the founding story of
American Mecthodism through the life and legacy of Robert Strawbridge.”
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1760s Farm Life Event Gave Visitors Insight into Life on Strawbridge Farm
By Rev. Bob Kells

Robert Strawbrige spent a lot of time on the road, but his farm
» ~ remained his home. On July 11, members of the Strawbridge
Shrine Association and their friends from local history groups
helped tell the story of Robert’s home life as well as his work as an
itinerant preacher. The event included numerous guides and
helpers in 18" century attire. An outdoor cooking demonstration
of typical 18" century fare was informative and helped visitors
appreciate our 21 century diet. The Strawbridge House opened
its kitchen and main floor to show how the family lived and
worked. Colonial era preaching and worship was described at the
Log Meeting House. And visitors learned about early Methodist
classes at the John Evans House, site of a class meeting from about 1768 to 1809. At noon, we dedicated the Carroll County

Liberty Tree as part of the 250™ anniversary of American independence. Thanks to everyone who made this a very special
day for the Shrine and its visitors.

Robert Strawbridge, Down on the Farm 2026 Ornaments Available Now

Shortly after his arrival around 1760, Robert The John Evans House is the subject of this year’s ornament,

Strawbridge rented a so-acre farm from Frederick and its a beauty. John Evans was the first convert to
Methodism in America through the influence of Robert and

Elizabeth Strawbridge. The Evans House was relocated to its

County landowner John England. In 1773, he
purchased the land for fifty pounds. Frederick County

was not well suited to tobacco farming, so crops .. ) .
current site in 1978, where it stands as a vital part of carly

grown on the Strawbridge farm likely consisted of American Methodist history.

staples such as wheat, corn, oats, and rye. Vegetables

and - potatocs were  probably also part of - the The 2026 ornaments are available for purchase at the Shrine

Strawbridge family plantings while other acreage was o :
5 YP 5 a8 visitor’s center and at our online store. All purchases help

devoted to growing hay and grasses for the farm’s support the Strawbridge Shrine. Thank you!

animals. When Robert Strawbridge travelled on
preaching tours, his family was aided by neighbors

) i 2026 ornament $25
who helped work the farm. The Strawbridge family 2025 ornament $20
lived in then Frederick (now Carroll) County until Both ornaments $40
1776 when they moved to the estate of Captain Charles 2024, 2025, 2026 855

Ridgely and his wife, Rebecca. Rebececa was a devout
Methodist who likely persuaded her husband to give
Robert Strawbridge a cottage on their plantation free
of charge. Following his death in 1781, an inventory of
his estate included: 4 bridles, 1 plow, 5 horses, 5 cows,
3 calves, and 18 sheep. Here is a testimony to Robert

Strawbridge and his ties to the land.

"The Strawbridge Shrine is located at 2650 Strawbridge LLane, New Windsor, MD 21776
Visit our website www.strawbridgeshrine.org, or call 443-289-0191 to learn more about the First Home of American Methodism.
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